
An Introduction to 

Studying History 



How do I get an A in AP Euro? 

ÅYour success in this class is dependent on your 

ability to:  

ïRead and extract important information from 

passages 

ïUse evidence to support historical arguments 

ïRemember numerous dates, events, places, 

names, and be able to put them into a broader 

context of their historical relevance  
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as comfortable talking about European history 

as you are about your own life  



The Basics ð Dates, Time, and Years 

ÅTime, as we know it, is a relatively new 

concept (industrial revolution)  

ÅNo organized time zones until recently 

ÅBC = Before Christ / AD = Anno Domini 

(Year of our Lord)  

ÅThis class focuses on 1450 -2000 AD 

ÅCenturies always refer to the previous 

100 years  (example: 20thc. = 1900s;             

19 thc. = 1800s; 18 thc. = 1700s, etc.)  

 



The Basics ð Roman Numerals 

ÅYou need to know how to read Roman 

Numerals well in European History 

ÅI ¦ 1 

ÅV ¦ 5 

ÅX ¦ 10 

ÅL ¦ 50 

ÅC ¦ 100  

ÅHenry IV is very different than Henry VI 

ÅLouis XIV is very different from Louis XVI 



The Basics ð Geography 
ÅThis is the World: 


