
Unit 1; The Late 
Middle Ages 

AP European History; Chapter 9 



The Black Death 
ÅAka Bubonic Plague  ́struck Europe from 

1347-50 and left 25 million dead, about 35% 
of the entire continent  
ÅSpread from rats and fleas, started in 

Constantinople and Sicily, first entered Europe 
in various Italian ports  ́Venice, Genoa, and 
Pisa 
ÅDecades of overpopulation, economic depression, 

famine, and bad health made Europeans 
vulnerable 



The Black Death 
ÅMedicine was primitive  ́physicians had no 

idea how to control the illness 
ÅGiovanni Boccaccio, an Italian humanist, 

recorded various reactions (p.295) 
ïSome sought moderation and temperance 
ïOthers gave into sin and temptation 
ïYet others fled entirely 

 



 



The Black Death 
ÅEuropeans were terrified of death  ́making 

joining the Clergy a profitable profession 
ïIndulgences to get to heaven: High death rate 

ÅSocial and Economic consequences; 
ïWhole villages vanished 
ïDepopulation means a shorter labor supply 
ïDecline in value of noble estates 
ïFarmers and farms decline  ́wages increase esp 

artisans 

 



After the Plague 
ÅCities rebounded by passing laws to regulate 

competition with rural areas and control 
immigration 
ÅExpensive clothes & jewelry, furs, and silks 

came into high demand 
ÅThe guild system (master/apprentice) could not 

keep up, so prices skyrocketed 
ÅLocal artisans and trade guilds gained power 

 



The Hundred Years War  
ÅSeries of ongoing conflicts between England 

and France from 1337-1453 

ÅEdward III  of England made a claim on the 
French throne when his uncle, Charles IV  of 
France, died 
ÅEdward III  was grandson of Philip the Fair 

of France 
ÅFrench nobles instead chose Philip VI , cousin 

of Charles IV , whose dynasty would rule into 
the 16th century 
 



France       vs.      England 
Å3x the population of 

England 
ÅFar wealthier 
ÅFought on its own 

land 
ÅDecentralized, fractured 

feudal government 
ÅMediocre leadership 

ÅMore centralized 
government 
ÅFaced challenges on 

Edward III°w$hiexl 
ÅLongbowmen were a 

military advantage 
ÅOnce held many 

French lands 
 


