
Unit II: The Protestant 

Reformation 

AP European History 



Causes of the Reformation 

ÅCrises of the 14th and 15th centuries hurt the 

prestige of the clergy  

ïAvignon Papacy, 14th century 

ïGreat Schism: 1377-1417 

ïConciliar Movement to reform the church and 

give a church council more power than the pope 

was rejected by several popes in the 15th and 16th 

century 

ïRenaissance Papacy (French invasions etc) 



Causes of the Reformation 

ÅCorruption in the Catholic Church 

ïsimony: sale of church offices 

ÅFor example, in 1487 the pope sold 24 offices 

ÅReformers were outraged that unqualified people 

would become bishops or cardinals. 

ïpluralism: an official holding more than one 

office at a time 

ïabsenteeism: an official not participating in 

benefices but receiving payment and privileges 



Causes of the Reformation 
ÅCorruption in the Catholic Church 

ïsale of indulgences: people paying money to the 

church to absolve their sins or sins of their 

loved ones (ex. John Tetzel infuriated Luther) 

ïnepotism: favoring family members in the 

appointment of Church offices 

ÅTwo popes (Leo X and Clement VII) were sons 

of Florentine Medici rulers; also Borgia pope 

ÅPope Paul III made two of his grandsons 

cardinals 



Causes of the Reformation 
ÅCorruption in the Catholic Church 

ïMoral decline of the papacy 

ÅPope Alexander VI (r. 1492-1503) had numerous affairs and 

children out of wedlock 

Å20% of all priests in the diocese of Trent kept concubines 

during the early 16th century 

Å30% of land in Europe was under Church Control/ 

Ownership ġ very wealthy bordering on greedy 

ïClerical ignorance: many priests were virtually 

illiterate 

ÅSome abused their power such as trading sexual favors for 

the absolution of sins during confession. 



Causes of the Reformation 
ÅCritics of the Church: (believed in personal relationship 

with God as primary emphasis) 

ïJohn Wycliffe (1329-1384), England 

ÅStated that the Bible was the sole authority 

ÅFnqdrg`cnvdc M`qshm LtsgdqÐr uhdvr hm sgd d`qkx 16sg 

century 

ÅStressed personal communion with God. 

ÅDiminished the importance of sacraments. 

ÅTranslated the Bible into English 

ÅHis followersĥLollardsĥcontinued his ideas into the 

16th century. 



Causes of the Reformation 
ÅCritics of the Church 

ïJohn (Jan) Hus (1369-1415), Czech 

ÅIdeas were similar to Wycliffe 

ÅReligious leader in Bohemia who led a nationalist 

movement there 

ÅHe was burned at the stake for his views 

ïBrethren ne sgd Cnllnm Lhed: Tgnl`r ¦ Kempis 

(1380-1471), The Imitation of Christ (c. 1418) 

ÅEncouraged Christians to live simply and make 

religion a personal experience 


