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a just cause. . .. .

Actuated solely by the desire to preserve our own rights and promote our
own welfare, the separation of the Confederate States has been marked by no
aggression upon others, and followed by no domestic convulsion. Oy indus-
trial pursuits have received no check—the cultivation of our fields hag pro-
gressed as heretofore—and even should we be involved in war, there wouylg
be no considerable diminution in the production of the staples which have
constituted our exports, and in which the commercial world has an interest
scarcely less than our own. This common interest of the producer and con-
sumer, can only be interrupted by exterior force, which should obstruct its
transmission [of our staples] to foreign markets—a course of conduct which
would be as unjust toward us as it would be detrimental to manufacturing and
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DOCUMENT 1.9 QEFAHAM LINCOLN, First Inaugural Address

Apraham Lincoln de8|IVeTeC| ‘hiS first address to the nation as president of the United
States ON MérCh 4,.1 61f- |II’1 it, he attempted to offer assurances to Southern policy lead-
ers that the institution of slavery was protected where it already existed, but that he was

obligated to protect the integrity of the union against succession

[ have no purpose, direc-tly or indirectly, to interfere with the institution of slav-
ery in the States where it exists. I believe I have no lawful right to do so, and I

have no inclination to do so. . ...
There is much controversy about the delivering up of fugitives from service or

labor. The clause I now read is as plainly written in the Constitution as any other
of its provisions:
“No person held to service or labor in one State, under the laws thereof, escap-

ing into another, shall in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be dis-
charged from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party

to whom such service or labor may be due”
It is scarcely questioned that this provision was intended by those who made

it for the reclaiming of what we call fugitive slaves; and the intention of the law-

giver is the law. All members of Congress swear their support to the whole Con-
stitution—to this provision as much as any other. To the proposition, then, that
slaves, whose cases come within the terms of this clause, “shall be delivered up,’

their oaths are unanimous. Now, if they would make the effort in good temper,
frame and pass a law by means of

could they not, with nearly equal unanimity,
which to keep good that unanimous oath? ...

I hold that, in contemplation of universal law, and of the Constitution, the
Union of these States is perpetual. Perpetuity 1s implied, if not expressed, in the
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In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-country.men, and not in mine, js th,
momentous issue of civil war. The Government will not assail you. You cap have
no conflict without being yourselves the aggressors. You have no oath registered
in Heaven to destroy the Government, while I shall have the most solemn one to
“preserve, protect, and defend it”

I am loth [loath] to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be
enemies. Though passion may have strained, it must not break our bonds of
affection. The mystic chords of memory, stretching from every battle-field ang
patriot grave to every living heart and hearth-stone, all over this broad land, wijl

yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again touched, as surely they will be, by
the better angels of our nature.

The American Annual Cyclopedia and Register of Important Events of this Year 1861 (New
York: D. Appleton, 1864), 600-603.
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PRACTICING Historical Thinking

Identify: What does Lincoln say that he will do about slavery?

Analyf;: How does Lincoln address both Northern and Southern audiences in this
speech?

Evaluate: What could be the

"mystic chords of it . okes?
Why does he end this speech b O memory” that Lincoln invo

Y mentioning them?
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