If the British parliament hag le
furnish a single article for the troops here
they have the same right to issye an ord
cloths, and every necessary; and to compel obedience tq
to lay any burthens they please Upon us. What is thjs but ¢
and leaving to us only the manner of raising jt?
than the Stamp-Act? Would thga act have appeared more pleasing to Americans
if being ordered thereby to rajge the sum total of the taxes, the mighty privilegé
hafi .been left to them, of Saying how much should be paid for an instrument of

>

axing us at a certain sum,
How is this mode more tolerable

of the privilege of legislation, why may they not, with equal reason, be deprived
of every other priviiege? Or why may not every colony be treated in the same
manner, when any of them shall dare to deny their assent to any Impositions, that
shall be directed? Or what signifies the repeal of the Stamp-Act, if these colonies
are to lose their other privileges, by not tamely surrendering that of taxation?

John Dickinson, The Writings of John Dickinson, vol. 1, Political Writings, 1764-1774, ed.
Paul Leicester Ford (Philadelphia: Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 1895), 308-309.
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PRACTICING Historical Thinking
Identify: Is Dickinson for or against paying taxes to the British? Explain.

Analyze: What are Dickinson’s chief concerns?
Evaluate: Based on Dickinson’s letter and your outside knowledge, evaluate the

Pros and cons of the colonists’ obedience to the Stamp Act. -
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