
Question 1- Key Period 4/5 

 

Evaluate the extent to which transportation innovation contributed to American national unity in the period from 

1800 to 1860. 

Document 1 

Source: Robert Fulton, inventor, to Albert Gallatin, Secretary of the Treasury, letter, 1807. 

Having . . . considered the advantages which canals will produce in point of wealth to individuals and the nation, I 

will now consider their importance to the union and their political consequences. 

. . . Numerous have been the speculations on the duration of our union, and intrigues have been practiced to 

sever the western from the eastern states. The opinion endeavored to be inculcated, was, that the inhabitants 

beyond the mountains were cut off from the market of the Atlantic states; that consequently they had a separate 

interest, and should use their resources to open a communication to a market of their own; that remote from the 

seat of government they could not enjoy their portion of advantages arising from the union, and that sooner or 

later they must separate and govern for themselves. 

. . . What stronger bonds of union can be invented than those which enable each individual to transport the 

produce of his industry 1,200 miles for 60 cents the hundred weight? Here then is a certain method of securing 

the union of the states, and of rendering it as lasting as the continent we inhabit. 

 

Document 2 

Source: President John Quincy Adams, inaugural address, March 1825. 

To the topic of internal improvement, . . . the magnificence and splendor of their public works are among the 

imperishable glories of the ancient republics. The roads and aqueducts of Rome have been the admiration of all 

after ages, and have survived thousands of years after all her conquests have been swallowed up in despotism or 

become the spoil of barbarians. Some diversity of opinion has prevailed with regard to the powers of Congress 

for legislation upon objects of this nature. . . . Nearly twenty years have passed since the construction of the first 

national road was commenced. The authority for its construction was then unquestioned. . . . Repeated, liberal, 

and candid discussions in the Legislature have conciliated the sentiments and approximated the opinions of 

enlightened minds, upon the question of constitutional power. I can not but hope that, by the same process of 

friendly, patient, and persevering deliberation, all constitutional objections will ultimately be removed. 

 



Document 3 

Source: Thomas Jefferson to William Branch Giles, letter discussing the United States Supreme Court decision 

in Gibbons v. Ogden, December 1825. 

Take together the decisions of the federal court, the doctrines of the President, and the misconstructions of the 

constitutional compact, acted on by the legislature of the federal branch and it is but too evident that the three 

ruling branches of that department are in combination to strip their Colleagues, the States authorities of the 

powers reserved by them. . . . Under the power to regulate Commerce they assume indefinitely that also over 

agriculture and manufactures. . . . Under the authority to establish post roads, they claim that of cutting down 

mountains for the construction of roads, of digging canals, and, aided by a little sophistry on the words “general 

welfare” a right to do, not only the acts to effect that which are specifically enumerated and permitted, but 

whatsoever they shall think, or pretend will be for the general welfare. . . . The states should be watchful to note 

every material usurpation on their rights, [and] to denounce them as they occur. 

 

Document 4 

Source: Samuel Breck, member of the Pennsylvania Senate and former member of the United States House of 

Representatives, journal entry, 1833. 

As an instance of the rapid manner in which travelers get along, I may instance Mrs. Lloyd's trip to Richmond in 

Virginia. She left Philadelphia at six o'clock A.M. . . . and arrived in the evening of the second day from 

Philadelphia at the city of Richmond, thus traversing without fatigue a distance of five hundred miles in a little 

more than thirty-six hours! 

Undoubtedly, a traveler will be able to go from Baltimore to New York by the light of a summer's sun when the 

locomotives shall be placed on the Amboy [New Jersey] railroad. An invitation to a three-o'clock dinner in New 

York or Philadelphia may now be complied with by the individual who takes his breakfast in either of these cities; 

and with the loco[motive], when established, he may start from one city in the morning and return again in the 

evening from a visit to the other. 

 

Document 5 

Source: Engraving in James S. Buckingham, English traveler, The Slave States of America, 1842. 



 

The engraving Slaves Shipping Cotton by Torch-Light depicts the loading of cargo on the Alabama River, bound for 

the port of Mobile, Alabama, on the Gulf of Mexico. 

Courtesy of Library of Congress 

 

Document 6 

Source: Jesse Chickering, political economist, Immigration into the United States, 1848. 

We have . . . arrived at a period in the history of foreign immigration, when the number of foreigners coming 

here, one half of whom may be considered adults, nearly equals the whole natural increase of the white 

population of the United States. Such a mass of population annually diffused among these states, must . . . have 

most important effects on the condition and character of the people. 

. . . The moral and physical condition of these immigrants, after undergoing many trials, which are to be expected 

from settling in a foreign country, is generally very much improved. . . . But is the country truly benefitted by this 

great foreign immigration? Have the people been made wiser or better or happier? It has been said that without 

these foreigners our rail-roads and canals could not have been constructed. . . . [But] the progress of the internal 



improvements, a year or two in advance of what they would have been without this foreign labor, will be a very 

poor compensation, if offset by the corruption of manners, the forfeiture of freedom, and the transfer of power 

to those who know not how to use it wisely. 

 

Document 7 

Source: Extent of United States railroads in 1850 and 1860. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question 2- Key Period 5 

Evaluate the extent to which regional differences about slavery contributed to political tensions in the period from 

1830 to 1861. 

 

Document 1 

Source: William Lloyd Garrison, The Liberator, January 1, 1831 

Let all the enemies of the persecuted blacks tremble. . . I shall strenuously contend for the immediate 

enfranchisement of our slave population. . . . I am aware, that many object to the severity of my language; but is 

there not cause for severity? I will be as harsh as truth, and as uncompromising as justice. On this subject, I do 

not wish to think, or speak, or write, with moderation. No! No! Tell a man whose house is on fire, to give a 

moderate alarm; tell him to moderately rescue his wife from the hand of the ravisher; tell the mother to 

gradually extricate her babe from the fire into which it has fallen;—but urge me not to use moderation in a cause 

like the present. I am in earnest—I will not equivocate—I will not excuse—I will not retreat a single inch—AND I 

WILL BE HEARD. 

 

Document 2 

Source: Henry A. Tayloe of Walnut Grove, Marengo County, Alabama, letter to “Dear Brother” (B. O. Tayloe), 

1835 

I wish you may visit me early this Spring to make some arrangements about your Negroes. If they continue high I 

would advise you to sell them in this country on one and two years credit bearing 8 per ct interest. The present 

high price of Negroes cannot continue long and if you will make me a partner in the sale on reasonable terms I 

will bring them out this Fall from VA and sell them for you and release you from all troubles. On a credit your 

negroes would bring here about $120 to $130,000 bearing 8 per ct interest. My object is to make a fortune here 

as soon as possible by industry and economy, and then return [to VA] to enjoy myself. 

 

Document 3 

Source: Representative David Wilmot of Pennsylvania, speech to the United States House of Representatives, 

1847 

I make no war upon the South nor upon slavery in the South. I have no squeamish sensitiveness upon the subject 

of slavery, nor morbid sympathy for the slave. I plead the cause of the rights of white freemen. I would preserve 

for free white labor a fair country, a rich inheritance, where the sons of toil, of my own race and own color, can 



live without the disgrace which association with negro slavery brings upon free labor. I stand for the inviolability 

of free territory. It shall remain free, so far as my voice or vote can aid in the preservation of its character. 

 

Document 4 

Source: Laws of the state of New Hampshire, passed June session, 1857 

An Act to secure freedom and the rights of citizenship to persons in this State. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened, That neither 

descent, near or remote, from a person of African blood, whether such a person is or may have been a slave, nor 

color of skin, shall disqualify any person from becoming a citizen of this State, or deprive such person of the full 

rights and privileges of a citizen thereof. 

Sec. 2. Any slave, who shall come or be brought into or be in this State with the consent of his master or mistress, 

or who shall come or be brought into or be in this State involuntarily, shall be free. 

Sec. 3. Every person who shall hold or attempt to hold in this State, in slavery, or as a slave, any person . . . shall 

be deemed guilty of a felony. 

 

Document 5 

Source: George Fitzhugh, Sociology for the South, or the Failure of Free Society, 1854 

At the slaveholding South all is peace, quiet, plenty and contentment. We have no mobs, no trades unions, no 

strikes for higher wages, no armed resistance to the law, but little jealousy of the rich by the poor. We have but 

few in our jails, and fewer in our poor houses. We produce enough of the comforts and necessaries of life for a 

population three or four times as numerous as ours. We are wholly exempt from the torrent of pauperism, crime, 

agrarianism, and infidelity which Europe is pouring from her jails and alms houses on the already crowded North. 

. . . Our society exhibits no appearance of precocity, no symptoms of decay. A long course of continuing 

improvement is in prospect before us. . . . Actual liberty and equality with our white population has been 

approached much nearer than in the free States. 

 

 

 



Document 6 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question 3- Key Period 6 

Evaluate the extent of change in the relationships between workers and management in the United States in the 

period from 1870 to 1898. 

 

Document 1 

Source: Baltimore merchant, commenting on the Great Railroad Strike of 1877 in the Baltimore Sun. 

This is not a revolution of fanatics willing to fight for an idea. It is a revolt of workingmen against low prices of 

labor, which have not been accompanied with correspondingly low prices of food, clothing, and house rent. I 

have the highest respect for the bone and sinew of the country, but we have now learned that here, as in Europe, 

when the working man gets into difficulties he allows the turbulent and depraved classes to join him under 

pretext of helping him out. They damage his cause, they hurt his reputation and they plunge him into still greater 

difficulties. 

 

Document 2 

Source: Richard T. Ely, “Pullman: A Social Study,” Harper’s Magazine, 1885. 

Much could be said of Pullman [Illinois, a company town created by the Pullman Palace Car Company to provide 

housing and a community for its workers] as a manufacturing centre, but the purpose of this article is to treat it 

as an attempt to furnish laborers with the best homes under the most healthful conditions and with the most 

favorable surroundings in every respect, for Pullman aims to be a forerunner of better things for the laboring 

classes. . . . 

One of Mr. Pullman’s fundamental ideas is the commercial value of beauty, and this he has endeavored to carry 

out as faithfully in the town which bears his name as in the Pullman drawing-room and sleeping cars. He is one of 

the few men who have thought it a paying investment to expend millions for the purpose of surrounding laborers 

with objects of beauty and comfort. . . . 

It is maintained that Pullman is truly a philanthropic undertaking, although it is intended that it should be a 

profitable investment, and this is the argument used: If it can be shown that it does pay to provide beautiful 

homes for laborers, accompanied with all the conditions requisite for wholesome living both for the body and the 

mind, the example set by Mr. Pullman will find wide imitation. . . . 

The great majority at Pullman are skilled artisans, and nearly all with whom the writer conversed expressed 

themselves as fairly well satisfied with their earnings, and many of them took pains to point out the advantages 



of the steady employment and prompt pay they always found there. The authorities even go out of their way to 

“make work” for one who has proved himself efficient and faithful. 

 

Document 3 

Source: Interview with retired shoe worker from Lynn, Massachusetts, conducted in 1939, describing 

developments between the 1870s and 1890s. 

It was soon after the Civil War that the machine age begun and the shoe business grew. The first that come was 

the Howe machine. No power to it at first. It was run by the foot. The first McKay machine for stitching soles was 

also run by a foot pedal. The McKay machine drove the hand workers out. Before it come the hand workers 

would wax end the shoes. A thick thread would be waxed, and a pig's bristle would be fastened on the end. Then 

the hand worker would make a hole through the shoe with his awl, and use the pig’s bristle for a needle to draw 

the thread through. The wax was used on the thread for two reasons, to strengthen the thread, and to give it a 

coating so it wouldn't slip. Them old hand shoes was made with a welt. The inside innersole was sewed to that 

welt, and then the outside sole was sewed to the welt. But when the McKay machine come in, the shoe was 

made different and it drove the old hand workers out. They never come back. With the McKay machine the 

innersole was sewed down to the upper sole. There was a channel it was sewed in, so the stitches wouldn’t show 

on the bottom of the shoe. The welt shoe was a hand made shoe until a long time after the McKay machine come 

in though. Later the welt machine come in. But all them improvements didn’t make so much misery for them 

workers that got out [and] could get something else to do. . . . But when the lasting machine come it, that caused 

considerable resentment because them fellas couldn’t do nothing else, and they was out. Might as well cut the 

throats a them men as put a lasting machine in their shop. 

 

Document 4 

Source: Samuel Gompers, leader of the American Federation of Labor, “What Does the Working Man Want?,” 

1890. 

I maintain that this is a true proposition—that men under the short-hour system not only have opportunity to 

improve themselves, but to make a greater degree of prosperity for their employers. . . . Wherever men are 

cheap, there you find the least degree of progress. It has only been under the great influence of our great 

republic, where our people have exhibited their great senses, that we can move forward, upward and onward, 

and are watched with interest in our movements of progress and reform. . . . 



There are many people who believe that when the hours of labor are shortened wages necessarily fall. There is 

no more unsound proposition, politically or socially. We notice that in any country where the hours of labor are 

longest, not only are the employers the poorest, but the wage-workers are the poorest. 

 

Document 5 

Source: Image of privately employed strikebreakers after their surrender to strikers at the Homestead steel works 

near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 1892. 

 

Niday Picture Library / Alamy Stock Photo 

 

Document 6 

Source: Julia Richman, “New York’s East European Working Women,” speech made at the founding of the 

National Council of Jewish Women in Chicago, 1893. 



Who are our women wage-workers? . . . Perhaps the simplest classification on practical lines would be in general 

terms: 

Women engaged in professional work. 

Women engaged in domestic service. . . . 

And now we come to the third class, “women engaged in store or factory work.” Perhaps this class comprises 

more grades of work than could be classed under any other general head. 

The manager of one large dry-goods house reports to me that he employs women as buyers, forewomen, 

dressmakers, milliners, saleswomen, cashiers, stock-girls, office-assistants, bundlers, operators, addressers, and 

scrub-women; while a manufacturer of tin toys uses female help exclusively for painting on tin, cutting tin, 

packing toys, making paper boxes, and working foot presses. There are almost as many grades of woman’s work 

as there are branches in every style of factory work. A word, now and again, is all that I can say in reference to 

these. 

Saleswomen in large establishments are, on the whole, fairly well paid; but this avenue is closed to the 

immigrant, until she shall have mastered the English language to such an extent that there is no room for 

misunderstanding between herself and her customer. . . . 

We must disentangle the individual from the mass. We must find a way or several ways of leading these girls, one 

by one, away from the shadows which envelop them, if not into the sunshine of happiness and prosperity, at 

least, into the softening light of content, born of pleasant surroundings, congenial occupations, and the inward 

satisfaction of a life well spent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 4- Key Period 7 

Evaluate the extent of similarity in the experiences of African Americans and Japanese Americans during the Second 

World War (1941–1945). 

 

Document 1 

A. Philip Randolph, “Call to Negro America to March on Washington for Jobs and Equal Participation in National 

Defense,” May 1941. 

This is an hour of crisis. It is a crisis of democracy. It is a crisis of minority groups. It is a crisis of Negro Americans. 

What is this crisis? 

To American Negroes, it is the denial of jobs in Government defense projects. It is racial discrimination in 

Government departments. It is widespread Jim Crowism in the armed forces of the Nation. 

While billions of the taxpayers’ money are being spent for war weapons, Negro workers are finally being turned 

away from the gates of factories, mine, and mills—being flatly told, “NOTHING DOING.” . . . 

With faith and confidence of the Negro people in their own power for self-liberation, Negroes can break down 

the barriers of discrimination against employment in National Defense. Negroes can kill the deadly serpent of 

race hatred in the Army, Navy, Air and Marine Corps, and smash through and blast the Government, business and 

labor-union red tape to win the right to equal opportunity in vocational training and re-training in defense 

employment. . . . 

In this period of power politics, nothing counts but pressure, more pressure, and still more pressure, through the 

tactic and strategy of broad, organized, aggressive mass action behind the vital and important issues of the 

Negro. To this end, we propose that ten thousand Negroes MARCH ON WASHINGTON FOR JOBS IN NATIONAL 

DEFENSE AND EQUAL INTEGRATION IN THE FIGHTING FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES. . .  

Today we call on President [Franklin D.] Roosevelt . . . to . . . free American Negro citizens of the stigma, 

humiliation, and insult of discrimination and Jim Crowism in Government departments and national defense. 

 

Document 2 

Source: James G. Thompson, letter to the editor of the Pittsburgh Courier, a newspaper with predominantly 

African American readers, January 31, 1942 

Like all true Americans, my greatest desire at this time, this crucial point of our history; is a desire for a complete 

victory over the forces of evil, which threaten our existence today. Behind that desire is also a desire to serve, 



this, my country, in the most advantageous way. Most of our leaders are suggesting that we sacrifice every other 

ambition to the paramount one, victory. With this I agree; but I also wonder if another victory could not be 

achieved at the same time. . . . 

Being an American of dark complexion and some 26 years, these questions flash through my mind: “Should I 

sacrifice my life to live half American?” “Will things be better for the next generation in the peace to follow?” 

“Would it be demanding too much to demand full citizenship rights in exchange for the sacrificing of my life.” “Is 

the kind of America I know worth defending?” “Will America be a true and pure democracy after this war?” “Will 

colored Americans suffer still the indignities that have been heaped upon them in the past?” . . . 

I suggest that while we keep defense and victory in the forefront that we don’t lose sight of our fight for true 

democracy at home. 

The “V for Victory” sign is being displayed prominently in all so-called democratic countries which are fighting for 

victory over aggression, slavery and tyranny. If this V sign means that to those now engaged in this great conflict 

then let colored Americans adopt the double VV for a double victory. The first V for victory over our enemies 

from without, the second V for victory over our enemies within. For surely those who perpetrate these ugly 

prejudices here are seeing to destroy our democratic form of government just as surely as the Axis forces. 

 

Document 3 

Source: President Franklin D. Roosevelt, Executive Order 9066, “Authorizing the Secretary of War to Prescribe 

Military Areas,” dealing with Japanese Americans, February 19, 1942 

Whereas the successful prosecution of the war requires every possible protection against espionage and against 

sabotage to national-defense material, national-defense premises, and national-defense utilities . . . 

I hereby authorize and direct the Secretary of War . . . to prescribe military areas in such places and of such 

extent as he or the appropriate Military Commander may determine, from which any or all persons may be 

excluded, and with respect to which, the right of any person to enter, remain in, or leave shall be subject to 

whatever restrictions the Secretary of War or the appropriate Military Commander may impose in his discretion. 

The Secretary of War is hereby authorized to provide for residents of any such area who are excluded . . . such 

transportation, food, shelter, and other accommodations as may be necessary, in the judgment of the Secretary 

of War or the said Military Commander, and until other arrangements are made, to accomplish the purpose of 

this order. . . . 

I hereby further authorize and direct the Secretary of War and the said Military Commanders to take such other 

steps as he or the appropriate Military Commander may deem advisable to enforce compliance with the 



restrictions applicable to each Military area hereinabove authorized to be designated, including the use of 

Federal troops and other Federal Agencies, with authority to accept assistance of state and local agencies. 

 

 

Document 4 

Source: Jeanne Wakatsuki, description of the camp for Japanese-American internees at Manzanar, California, 

1942 

At the time, it was pure chaos. . . . The evacuation had been so hurriedly planned, the camps so hastily thrown 

together, nothing was completed when we got there, and almost nothing worked. 

I was sick continually, with stomach cramps and diarrhea. At first it was from the shots they gave us for typhoid. . 

. . Later it was the food that made us sick, young and old alike. The kitchens were too small and badly ventilated. . 

. . 

“The Manzanar runs” became a condition of life, and you only hoped that when you rushed to the latrine, one 

would be in working order. . . . 

Before Manzanar, mealtime had always been the center of our family scene. . . . Dinners were always noisy, and 

they were always abundant, with great pots of boiled rice, platters of home-grown vegetables, fish Papa caught. 

He would sit at the head of this table, with Mama next to him serving and the rest of us arranged around the 

edges according to age . . . 

Now, in the mess halls, after a few weeks had passed, we stopped eating as a family. Mama tried to hold us 

together for a while, but it was hopeless. . . . My older brothers and sisters . . . began eating with their friends, or 

eating somewhere blocks away, in the hope of finding better food. . . . 

I . . . would eat in gangs with other kids, while the grownups sat at another table. 

Document 5 

Source: Dempsey Travis, African American military veteran, oral interview about his experience in the United 

States Army during the Second World War 

The army was an experience unlike anything I’ve had in my life. I think of two armies, one black, one white. . . . 



This was Camp Shenango, Pennsylvania. . . .The troop train . . . had a car for black soldiers and a car for whites. 

They went to their part [of the camp] and sent us to the ghetto. It seems the army always arranged to have black 

soldiers back up against the woods someplace. Isolated. We were never near the main gate. If you went through 

camp as a visitor, you’d never know black soldiers were there, unless they happened to be working on some 

menial detail. 

They didn’t have a PX [United States Army base store] that black soldiers could use. There was a white PX, but we 

could not use it. They set up a temporary situation in the barracks where a guy had some candy bars and a Coke. 

At the white PX, you could buy almost anything. We had nothin’. There was no black servicemen’s club. No place 

for recreation. . . . 

Although there were five theaters on the post, there were none that black soldiers could use. 

 

Document 6 

Source: Cover of a publication of the United States Department of the Interior and the War Relocation Authority 

in collaboration with the War Department depicting “Nisei [people born in the United States to Japanese parents] 

in Uniform,” circa 1940s. 

Courtesy of Densho, www.densho.org 

 


