A British Soldier’s viewpoint 60 years after the War
John Hollands is wearing his Korean War veterans and Anglo-Korean Society badges when we
meet. Hollands, who is 80, is a man on a mission: to make us remember the Korean war, which
ended 60 years ago this Saturday. He fought in the war as a young second lieutenant in the Duke of
Wellington's regiment, and says the conflict continues to be ignored despite the fact that 100,000
British service personnel were involved and more than 1,000 killed. Chinese and North
Korean military losses are estimated at 1.5 million, and 37,000 US troops were killed – around one in
10 of the Americans sent to Korea. Add in civilian casualties and Hollands believes the war was
responsible for the deaths of more than four million people.
Why, given such a grim toll, has it been forgotten? "It had an inconclusive end," says Hollands.
"Syngman Rhee, a vicious dictator, was still in charge [in South Korea], and the border was back
more or less to where it started. It was the first time the Americans hadn't won a war, and they didn't
want to talk about it. When I came home, no one was in the least bit interested in Korea. My family
never even asked me what I'd been up to."
Hollands had been doing his national service, and volunteered to go to Korea. He wanted to be a
novelist and thought a spell at the front would give him material for a book, but he got more than he
bargained for. In May 1953, just two months before the armistice, he was caught up in the third
battle of the Hook, in which Chinese forces attempted to take a ridge occupied by British troops. A
lengthy artillery bombardment was followed by a ferocious firefight in which several of Hollands'
platoon were killed. "When we came off the hill in the morning, only 12 of about 38 of us could make
it under our own steam," he recalls. "Some were dead and a lot were wounded."

