
Welcome to AP US History 

The Study of 

History? 
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I CAN! 

Explain the 

significance of the 

study of history. 



Ç History is usually taught as a record of the past or as an account 

of what happened in earlier times.   

 

Ç Teachers assign a number of pages to students, tell them to learn 

the facts they find, and ask them to repeat these facts in class.  

When we read our college-level materials itôs easy to get lost in 

the details and lose track of the story.   

 

Ç Yet, everything in our material is part of one story ï the story of the 

development of American society.  Your life is a continuation of 

that story. 3 
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ÇWhen you begin to see connections between your 

situation today and the patterns and events of the past 

you are thinking like a historian, you are seeing 

continuities.   

 

ÇWhen you notice things that are different for you today 

you are thinking like a historian, you are seeing 

changes.   

 

ÇWhen you ask why some things change and why some 

things stay the same, you are asking a question that 

matters.   
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ÇTo help us stay on track, we will be following the same 

basic steps with each era of our history.   

 

ÇTimes, places, and events will vary from chapter to 

chapter.  Different people will appear, live, and die.   

 

ÇBut the process of thinking like a historian does not 

change. 
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Historiography is the process of organizing historical evidence into 

an account.  There are four aspects of every historical subject which 

may be considered:  biographical (who), geographical (where), 

chronological (when) and functional (why, how, and what). 
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History is an 

interpretation of past 

records that have been 

passed down from one 

generation to the next. 

They include folk tales, 

artifacts, and written 

documents. In this picture 

Arab and Turkish scholars 

recorded their knowledge 

about astronomy in 1581. 

 

But these records provide 

only a partial record of 

what happened in the 

past because most of 

what happened was 

never recorded.   



History is a social 

science, because it 

is a scientific process 

used to determine the 

answer to a question 

or problem.   

 

Historians develop a 

hypothesis, a 

tentative answer to a 

question until is in 

discovered to be true 

or false.  

8 
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1. Credibility.  Is the evidence reliable and believable?  Is the 

evidence authentic (real, not fake)? 

 

2. Eyewitnesses.  Are there eyewitnesses?  Do they agree?  If 

there is only one account of an event, can it be confirmed? 

Historians gather data and 

historical evidence to 

determine answers to the 

ñwho, what, when, where, 

how, and whyò questions.   

 

They then analyze and 

evaluate the evidence and 

consider several important 

criteria. 
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History represents someone's interpretation of past events, which 

is influenced by their frame of reference. This refers to knowledge 

and values historians possess that determine their view of people 

and ideas.  Because of this historians may give different meaning 

to the evidence. Some historians accept evidence as fact; others 

reject it.   

http://www.sonofthesouth.net/revolutionary-war/revolutionary-war-soldiers.htm
http://www.hands-onhistory.com/images/webheadshot.jpg


11 

Historians may also have 

different views of human 

behavior and may differ in 

how they classify facts.   

 

Over time, they may 

discover new evidence or 

attitudes and 

perceptions may change.   

 

For example, change over 

time can be seen in the 

views on the moral 

acceptability of slavery, 

the right for women to 

vote, and even seatbelt 

use.   



Is there evidence of 

bias? Bias means 

favoring or opposing a 

person or idea without 

real factual evidence.  

 

For example, a northern 

historian in the late 

1800s may have 

approached the history 

of the Civil War 

differently than a 

southern historian.   

Despite a conscientious attempt to be objective, his writing may still 

have been guided by an attitude toward slavery or statesô rights that 

he had all of his life.  12 



Is there evidence of prejudice (ñprejudging so that opinions 

or judgments are formed before facts are known), or 

stereotyping (considering a person or event to be like all 

others in a group, without considering individual differences)? 

13 
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Historians must select what they judge to be significant from the total 

amount of available evidence and then interpret it and draw 

conclusions.  They may confirm or revise their original hypothesis. 

Historians decided that this ancient Mayan temple was built around 

800 A.D. 


