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American Farmer (
. 2 L
de Crevecoeur (1 735-1813) pn;bhérzgthsrz ;Ia;r;?ti; ! e&ﬁ{zdfrggn an
In 1782, the samet%:aéoﬁtmental Congress adopft?ga’;ye one.” But “one” what? Congart::'
I i . " ; ¥ : ! S
American Farmer. to E pluribus Upum, out 0 the thirteen newly independent States,

including the Latin mot
of course intended it t0 mean O
For de Crévecoeur, the Frepch-bom
the question was more phllosoph|c§
answer to his most famous question:

omprising ! t
ne ”at'qnéacnt tg New York who became an American Citizen,
eI ssays, excerpted below, he attempts 3,

one of his e : : 2
o is the American, this new man?

mNhat then i

he feelings and thoughts which must agitate
o the mind of an enlightened Englishman,
2 modern society offers itself to his con-

templation, different from what he had hi_therto seen. It is not composed, as in
Europe, of great lords who possess everything, and of a herd' of people-who have
nothing. Here are no aristocratical families, no courts, no kings, no bishops, no
ecclesiastical dominion, no invisible power giving to a few a very visible one, no
great manufacturers employing thousands, no great refinements of luxury. The
rich and the poor are not so far removed from each other as they are in Europe.
Some few towns excepted, we are all tillers of the earth, from Nova Scotia to
West Florida. We are a people of cultivators, scattered over an immense territory,
communicating with each other by means of good roads and navigable rivers,
uniteq by the silken bands of mild government, all respecting the laws, without
drggdmg their power, because they are equitable. We are all animated with the
splrt of an "mdustry which is unfettered and unrestrained, because each person
works for himself. If he travels through our rural districts he views not the hostile
castle, and the haughty mansion, contrasted with th i '
able cabin, where cattle and men he] to k l B cell
meanness, smoke, and indigence. A pl O. cep e.ach other warm, and dwell in
- A pleasing uniformity of decent competence

appears throughout our habjtati
1tations. . ] .
ciamveandbleam e .. We have no princes, for whom we toil,

[ wish I could be acquainted with t
the heart and present themselves t
when he first lands on this continent . .

others are. . . .

In this great Amer;j
merican asylum, th
together, and in consequence of Va" X
one another what countrymen th are

poor of Europe have by some means met
eva 2 causes; to what purpose should they ask
uz, vxr/i Alas, two thirds of them had no country’
+ WhO works and fo is a COM
: iction co starves, whose life isa ¢
an or ’
y other kingdom his COUntry?pi:CChmg Penury; can that man call Englaﬂd or
g Ountry that had ; hose
no bread for him, W
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fields procured him no harvest, who me
he severity qf the laws, with jails and puni 8 but the frowns of the rich
of the extenstve surface of this planet? No! ’

. ny civil lists of their count
in those of the poor; here they rank as citizens. By what invisible povterry i\z)s(ctel?t
is

urprising metamorphosis been perf. ?
_S P The laws, the ind pertormed? By that of the laws and that of their
industry. , the indulgent laws, protect them as they arri i
bol of adoption. ' ey arrive, stamping on

them the symbol of adoption; they receive ampl] .

rullated Tgiande proeTs e ] ple rewards for their labours; these
acc on and to thatp el Elm and.s,- those l'ands confer on them the title of
freemen, e every benefit is affixed which men can possibly
require. . . .

Whaf attachment can a poor European emigrant have for a country where he
had nothing? The knowledge of the language, the love a few kindred as poor as
himself, were the only cords that tied him: his country is now that which gives
him land, bread, protection, and consequence: Ubi panis ibi patria,' is the motto of
all emigrants. What then is the American, this new man? He is either an
European, or the descendant of an European, hence that strange mixture of
blood, which you will find in no other country. I could point out to you a family
whose grandfather was an Englishman, whose wife was Dutch, whose son mar-
ried a French woman, and whose present four sons have now four wives of dif-
ferent nations. He is an American, who, leaving behind him all his ancient
prejudices and manners, receives new ones from the new mode of life he has
embraced, the new government he obeys, and the new rank he holds. He becomes
an American by being received in the broad lap of our great Alma Mater. Here

individuals of all nations are melted into a new race of men, whose labours and
ges in the world. Americans are the west-

posterity will one day cause great chan :
h them that great mass of arts, sciences,

ern pilgrims, who are carrying along wit ar
Vigo};rigand industry whicﬁ beggan l(;gng since in the east; they will finish t.he great
circle, The Americans were once scattered all over Europe; here they are mcorpoci
Iated into one of the finest systems of population which ha§ ever aplpearted,t;r;
which will hereafter become distinct by the power of the dxfferex: itlm?hii\ tha};
nhabit. The American ought therefore to love this country muc; ef helrs industry
Wherein either he or his forefathers were born. Here Fhe rewar sfo N don the
followy with equal steps the progress of his labour; his labour 1?s V\?:\l; o ehil
basis of nature, self-interest; can it want a Songer e w, fat and frolic-
dren, who befo;e in vain demanded of him 2 morsel of breai,urlljzra,n tcrops are to
Some, gladly help their father to clear those fields whence €

\

1u . ”
Where there is bread, there 1s my country:




1; without a7 part being claimed, eithery,
othe them E:n ;ghty Jord. Here religion demands but lit, Oa;
o .+ tor and gratltud.e tc? (130c.1; can he refug,
1 voluntary salai}; man, who acts upon new Prmcllp i:s, h? (;nus tthes
is a ne ’ - m involuntary i -
i ag 1 5, and for jons. Fro ced t }t’ ,lleness, ser.
fore e(;\tertaclin new peiau ;y he:r }tl.asif:rsl AmeC;iCZI s of 3 very

vice dependence, / i .

differerﬁ nature, reward by ample S

arise to feed an
despotic prince,

him; a sma .
these? The AmericC

ubsistence-—

READING AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

R , . <t published in London for a European audieng
1. De Crévecoeur’s essays were first P : ot d & o
Hiw did he explain to them what made Americans a distinctive people? Whig,

themes did he emphasize?
rize de Crévecoeur’s understanding of American cit;-

born in France but “pecame an American.” Assumin
g a legal process of naturalization, what did he

an” to involve?

nstruction of American identity relevant to
his views with your own.

2. How would you summa
zenship? He himself was
he meant more than completin
understand “becoming an Americ

3. To what extent is de Crevecoeur’s CO
contemporary Americans? Compare

P3-3 | Women's Right to Education in the New Republic

JUDITH SARGENT MURRAY, On the Equality
of the Sexes (1790)

;r;e; Ee(\j/:rlrx:ggr;tsi cleig:;:?/s c;]n Irefgrmers was both immediate and enduring. The growing empha-
e e anedpteh to shape culturallvalues, as did Jefferson’s claim of inalienable
fonts to ne;tion in);’pired ! fe pursuit of happiness.” Growing demands for a strong and
oo armosion andixorm;-fforts to/ eradicate slavery, promote religious revival and
7 butotlited v 1050 zan Iwomen's rights. Judith Sargent Murray's essay, written n

, decried gender inequalities and called for equal elducational

IS it up(m mature .
s consideration )
her distributions? Is it indeed anZ adopt the idea, that nature is thus partial in

human species so unquestionable a ct, that she hath yielded to one half of the

ele : me .

vated understandings, and the reve?stal superiority? I know that to both sex€®
€, are common. B '

. But, suffer me to ask/ It
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new under the sun. . .,

Another ms.tance (?f our creative powers, is our talent for slander: how inge
nious are we at inventive scandal? what 5 formidable story can we ir{ amo :
{abricate merely from the force of a ifick i i ment

i : tion? ]
tions, in the fertile brain of a female, how many reputa

have been utter] i
: - . y despoiled? [ ... ] Perh
it will be asked if I furnish these facts ag instances of icellenc[y in] o:i :2;5

Certainly not; but as proofs of a creative faculty, of a lively imagination.

Assuredly great activity of mind is thereby discovered, and was this activity
properly directed, what beneficial effects w

sufficient to employ the operations of a so
not. . . . Are we deficient in reason? we can

if an opportunity. of acquiring knowledge hath been denied us, the inferiority of
our sex cannot fal.rly be deduced from thence., Memory, I believe, will be allowed
us in common, since everyone’s experience must testify, that a loquacious old
woman is as frequently met with, as a communicative man. . ..

“But our judgment is not so strong—we do not distinguish so well.” — Yet it
may be questioned, from what doth this superiority, in this determining faculty
of the soul, proceed. May we not trace its source in the difference of education,
and continued advantages? Will it be said that the judgment of a male of two
years old, is more sage than that of a female’s of the same age? I believe the
reverse is generally observed to be true. But from that period what partiality!
how is the one exalted, and the other depressed, by the contrary modes of educa-
tion which are adopted! the one is taught to aspire, and the other is early con-
fined and limited. As their years increase, the sister must be wholly domesticated,
while the brother is led by the hand through all the flowery paths of science.
Grant that their minds are by nature equal, yet who shall wonder at the apparent
superiority, if indeed custom becomes second nature. ... At length arrived at
womanhood, the uncultivated fair one feels a void, which the employmer;:s
allotted her are by no means capable of filling. What can she do? to book.st ihs
may not apply: or if she doth, to those only of the novel kind, lest she meri

PPy ' - been affixed to this term, the
appellation of a learned lady; and what ideas have been it inisiil
observati f can testify. Fashion, scandal, and sometime

on of many : lief: and who can say to what
More reprehensible, are then called in to her r;l iet; s she herself is most
lengths the liberties she takes may 'proceed.. ean e veas she permitted
Unhappy- t of a cultivated mind. . .. ’ : 1

Ppy; she feels the wan e eve however to their particular
the same instructors as her brother, (wit an ) d ample field would
depart nt of a rational mind an amp e it

ments) for the employme little room for the trifles wit
® Opened. ... A mind, thus filled, would have

only reason from what we know, and
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. istice, accused of amusing themge
which our sex are, with too rgl}'cfhc]::rs;gaenions for those, who shouldh(;;se'
they would thus be rendered 11 os would become discreet, their i da
wear them as their crown. . . . Females . ; . Judgmen,
L i tners for life being circumspectly chgg
would be invigorated, and their par s o Bl Tt €n, an
unhappy Hymen would then be as rar'e, as is il supersedle oo 4

Will it be urged that those vau¥rementS wo P i I domestjgy
duties. I answer that every requisite In female economy 15 easily attained; ang,
with truth I can add, that when once attained, they require no further mepy,
attention. Nay, while we are pursuing the r}eedle, or thfei* su.per’mtenc_iency of the
family, I repeat, that our minds are at full 'hberty for re EC.tIOl’l, that -lmagm.aﬁ()n
may exert itself in full vigor; and that if a just found.atlo'n is early. laid, our jdeyg
will then be worthy of rational beings. . . . Should it still be VO(.ZIf('%I‘ated, “Your
domestick employments are sufficient” —I would calml}’_ aSk/_IS 1t reasonable,
that a candidate for immortality, for the joys of heaven, an intelligent being, whg
is to spend an eternity in contemplating the works of the Deity, should at present
be so degraded, as to be allowed no other ideas, than those which are suggested
by the mechanism of a pudding, or the sewing the seams of a garment?...

Yes, ye lordly, ye haughty sex, our souls are by nature equal to yours; the
same breath of God animates, enlivens, and invigorates us; and that we are not
fallen lower than yourselves, let those witness who have greatly towered above
the various discouragements by which they have been so heavily oppressed; and
though Iam unacquainted with the list of celebrated chiaracters on either side, yet
from the observations [ have made in the contracted circle in which I have moved,
I dare confidently believe, that from the commencement of time to the present
day, there hath been as many females, as males, who, by the mere force of naturdl
powers, have merited the crown of applause; who, thus unassisted, have seized the
wreath of fame. . . .

The exquisite delicacy of the female mind proclaimeth the exactness of its
textu.re, while its nice sense of honour announceth its innate, its native grandeur.
And indeed, in one respect, the preeminence seems to be tacitly allowed us; for
aftgr an education which limits and confines, and employments and recreations
which naturally tend to enervate the body, and debilitate the mind; after we have
from early youth been adorned with ribb
like the f'mcient victims previous to a sac
Parents in collecting the most showy ma
riour ought to be the principal object of

ons, and other gewgaws, dressed out
rifice, being taught by the care of oul
terials that the ornamenting our &
our attention; after, I say, fifteen years
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e qualif}’ of acquiremf%nts, let serious stug

; will pid our souls :flrlse to equal strength,
e despot man; we will rush with alacrity t
ess, WE shall then answer the exalted €Xpectations, which are formed Though
ensibility; soft compassion, and gentle commiseration, are inmates in t1‘1e fe(;:gl
posSOML - - - If we meet an equal, a sensjble friend, we will reward him with fhe
nand of amity, and thr(.)ugh life we will be assiduous to promote his happine e'
put from every deep laid scheme, for our ruin, retiring into ourselves a};rgid tisé
fowery paths of science, we will indulge in all the refined and sentime,zntal lea-
sures of contemplation: And should it still be urged, that the studies thus insli:)sted
ypon would interfere with our more pec

o uliar department, I must further reply,
that early hours, and close application, will do wonders; and to her who is from
the first dawn of reason taught to fill up time rationally, both the requisites will

be easy. I grant that niggard [stingy or selfish] fortune is too generally unfriendly
to the mind; and that much of that valuable treasure, time, is necessarily
expended upon the wants of the body; but it should be remembered; that in
embarrassed circumstances our companions have as little leisure for literary
improvements, as is afforded to us; for most certainly their provident care is at
least as requisite as our exertions. . . . In high life, or, in other words, where the
parties are in possession of affluence, the objection respecting time is wholly
obviated, and of course falls to the ground. . . . Butin one respect, O ye arbiters of
our fate! we confess that the superiority is indubitably yours; you are by nature
formed for our protectors; we pretend not to vie with you in bodily strength;
upon this point we will never contend for victory. Shield us then, we beseech
you, from external evils, and in return we will transact your domestick affairs.
Yes, your, for are you not equally interested in those matters with ourselves? Is
not the elegancy of neatness as agreeable to your sight as to ours; is not the well
favoured viand equally delightful to your taste; and doth not your sense of hear-
ing suffer as much, from the discordant sounds prevalent in an ill regulated fam-
ily, produced by the voices of children and many et ceteras?

ies equa_lly employ our minds, ang
S. We will meet upon even ground,
0 the combat, and, crowned by suc-

CONSTANTIA.

READING AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

L. How important were the democratic ideals of the period to. shap ir;g Murr;xy °
argument about the inequality of the sexes, which she experienced! What does

w ion?
frargument suggest about her vision for the new nation¢? el
> Who do you think Murray’s audience is for this essay? What effect do you .
?
She expected to have on the cultural values of her day?

/ ifact of the late-
' A.SSeSS the historical significance of Murrefy s essay as an alr tiléz;tﬁ?\,.
elghteenth-century debate over democratic ideals and nationa \




