24-2 | Soldiers Describe D-Day Experience

Interviews with the Library of Congress Veterqy, .

History Project (2001, 2003)

The June 1944 Normandy invasion began thfh“bzﬁgﬁinbinggrszgilter;nG(Z?rrnman Contry,
' . Eisenhower, the ) aN-ocepm
Planned by General Dwight D ted in the landing of 160,000 SOldiergculp'ed

France, known as Operation Overlord, result _ ) : alg
France's coastline. Nine thousand of them died there. Thelrhco(;nfrades, cljnclu.dm ergea”n%
Claud C. Woodring and Private First Class Jay S. Adams, pusned forward, with the goal of

capturing Germany and ending the war. The;e_ excerpts of interyie\’/vs dong as part of the
Library of Congress's Veterans History Project vividly evoke the soldier’s experience of War

Interview with Jay S. Adams, July 5, 2001

The order came on the sixth for us . . . to go across the channel. . . . T wept acrogg

on an LCT [landing craft tank], with my crane and my dozer on there. I was

dozer operator . . . and when we got out in the channel it got pretty rough, ang|

had to chain my dozer down because it was sliding down the deck. I wag afraid
it’"d punch a hole in the side and we’d sink before we got there. [Mlany of the
men on the boats were . . . seasick because that channel was very rough. It was
storm, really, when we was going over, and as we approached the coastline in
the morning, Navy was shelling the coast, and it was just like a fog on the
coast. . . . [O]n the left, our Rangers are trying to get up the cliff there with pill
boxes to step on the cliff, and we was coming right into the pillboxes, and we was
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them. One of my other buddies, that drove a dozer, he came in. I ueun}x‘ung over
jittle ahead of me, and he heard a shell coming in, and they ilimg edssze agrc:; 13] a
shell came underneath his dozer and blowed the bottom out, aixd he ' had 2
trailer pehind him with TNT in there. The only thing was left was a Shor.t .p;iece of
the tongue€ left. Dove, Lynton Dove, had another dozer in our Company C, and he
made a pass up through there. Some way or another he got through the mine
field, and filled in an antitank dish, and got up over the hill so that the traffic could
get going, and he received a DSC [Distinguished Service Cross] for that. ...

‘And then we kind of, took us a few days to try to get organized again and get
back together, and then our job was working on the beach for quite a while. We
made roads in that area, and we built loading docks for the ducks that come
in. ... [W]hile we was down there, 1 helped clean the mine field with my dozer,
and one day as I was walking down there, to get on my dozer, something
grabbed —just seemed like somebody grabbed me by the shoul-der and stopped
me. And when I stopped and I moved my foot aside, there’g a mine about an inch
and a half from being stepped on, and now God Was Watchmg over usI,. ’I t'ell tylo;:e
it's—you can’t imagine it until you have something like that happen. It’sjust il

somebody reached up, and took a hold of you, and made you Stop- Just like I'm
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Interview with Claud Woodring, January 2

/ Perry, Ohio. Shipped fro

Lwas inducted May 6Fh O'f o W]intitcotr(z:a?;nilljg. Bars};c tra'ming £§S to benll3there .
Camp Shelby, Mississippliosy 252 Shelby, Mississippi, to Fort Weeks,
At 11 weeks, I was shipped out of Camp 1elby, ; - t0 For GeOrge |
Meade, Baltimore, Maryland. I went to a staging are;a:l Zome% elre [in] u_PState Ner
York. I shipped out of New York on November 2, 1943. . .. We landed ip, Glasgowl
Scotland, on November the 9th of "43. Frem there I went to Dorchester, DOrset
England, assigned to the First Infantry Division Company of the 18th Regimen; ‘

All of my combat training was in England. . . . I was n(?t a gQOd soldier when]
first went into the Army. When I went to Camp Shelby, Mississippi, the first day]
was taking pictures with a two-dollar Brownie camera. The company Comlnander
objected to that. We had a few words and he stomped on my camera. From thep, o
I did not like the Army’s attitude. . . . After 11 weeks, my name wasg Posted op ,
shipping order. I shipped out. I did not get a three-day pass after I wag inducteq |
did not get a seven-day furlough after basic training. When I left home, | Kissed
mom goodbye, and I didn’t see my mother again until after | got back after] was
wounded. All of these things led up to—1I developed an attitude and when T
assigned to the First Infantry Division in England I had a

become a soldier or I wasn't g0ing to survive the war. He ta
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) 1S hedgerow country had been there —
they're little two or three acre field with hedgerows for fences. . . . Every day we

ran into the enemy, whether it be Panzer or rear action—rear guard. After we got
through the hedgerow country out into open country, the Germans had to travel
atnight because we had air supremacy. ... As soon as it got dark, you would hear
the German equipment heading towards Germany. They had a short night and
can’t travel very fast in the dark, consequently every day about two o’cloclf in the
afternoon or three or noon, whatever, we would have advanced as far during the
daytime as they did at night and then there would be another 1.1ttle war foug}}]\t
every day. Every day we caught the enemy ar-1d had a scrlmmagci.). . r{\ e_z
Germans that we captured, though, were conscription army, CZ‘EChSaP; hcs, VV\; e;)e
ever. They didn’t want to fight and they [were] way——underequlpped .)rede)lf) ore
still using World War I horse-drawn artillery. These people surrter;‘ ai; ed I})/mb_
hundreds. One soldier could take 50 prisoners. l}),a'Ck i?gulr::lodecrease e
lem. .. The frequency and the fierceness of the fig m;flrdliné e soldiers
g pretty much every day bezause e Gerrr"an_t:oops that were just holding
were heading for Germany and they had occupation
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irritate us. . . - Thelocal French people were
they told you where he was. They were _mfofr;reat, 1
helped us in any way they could. Mang

us up. They were just there to
there was a sniper in a tower,
They were glad to see us. They

READING AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What perspective of war and the D-Day invasion in particular eme
these interview transcripts? How might an account of D-Day differ ifrgeS fo
for example, a report from General Dwight Eisenhower, who pla YOU 1 ,
mandy invasion? nned the Ny,

2. From these interviews, what can you infer about the meaning and sjenif;
-Day from these soldiers’ perspectives? What about the invasion BMificance

their memories? Stands oyt i



