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vey false reports or false statements with intent to interfere with the operation or
success of the military or naval forces of the United States or to promote the suc-
cess of its enemies and whoever, when the United States is at war, shall willfully
cause or attempt to cause insubordination, disloyalty, or refusal of duty, in the
military or naval forces of the United States, or shall willfully obstruct the recruit-
ing or enlistment service of the United States, to the injury of the service or of the
United States, shall be punished by a fine of not more than $10,000 or imprison-
ment for not more than 20 years, or both. ...

Sec. 5. Whoever harbors or conceals any person who he knows, or has rea-
sonable grounds to betieve or suspect, has committed, or is about to commit, an
offence under this title shall be punished by a fine of not more than $10,000 or by
imprisonment for not more than two years, or both. . .. o .

Sec. 8. The provisions of this title shall extend to all territories, possessions,
and places subject to the jurisdiction of the United Sta'tes whether or not contig-
uous thereto, and offences under this title when committed upon t}}e high seas 0(1;
elsewhere within the admiralty and maritime jurisdiction of the United States an
outside the territorial limits thereof shall be punishable hereunder.

i - US Naval Institute),
United States Naval Institute Proceedings, vol. 43, pt. 2 (Annapolis, MD

1582-1583.
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DOCUMENT 17.8 | Sedition Act
1918

Congress passed the Espionage ACt, It pa'ssed_ the Sedition AFt
On'e o afterd oh 9eariier law to include the fln.lr?g and iImprisonment of Unite
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Whoever, when the United State§ is at war, shall willfully make ¢,
e i tements with intent to interfere with the
convey false reports or false statem f the United Stat per-
ation or success of the military or naval fqrces © K €S> O to pro.
mote the success of its enemies, or shall \.N1llfully make or convey false reports,
or false statements, . . . or . . . incite . . . msubordmatmp, dlSlOYaltY> mutiny, op
refusal of duty, in the military or naval forces of t-he United St-ates, or shall wjj].
fully obstruct . . . the recruiting or enlistment serv1Fe of the United States, . .. [or]
shall willfully utter, print, write, or publish any disloyal, profane, scur rilous, o
abusive language about the form of government of the United States, or the Con-
stitution of the United States, or the military or naval forces of the United States,
. .. or shall willfully display the flag of any foreign enemy, or shall willfully . .
urge, incite, or advocate any curtailment of production . . . [or] advocate, teach,
defend, or suggest the doing of any of the acts or things in this section enumer-
ated, and whoever shall by word or act support or favor the cause of any country
with which the United States is at war or by word or act oppose the cause of the
United States therein, shall be punished by a fine of 1

10t more than $10,000 or
imprisonment for not more than twenty years, or bc

th. ...

1919 Supplement to United States Compiled Statutes, vol. 2 (St. Paul, MN: West, 1920),
2355-2356,
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PRACTICING Historical Thinking

Identify: What significant differences in langua

- ge do you observe bet ‘
document and the Espionage Act (Doc. 17.7)? e between this

Analyze: Given the changes in language in the second document, how does the
message change?

Evaluate: To what extent does the Sedition Act of 1918 repeat the elements of the
first Sedition Act (Doc. 5.18), which was passed almost a hundred twenty years earlier?
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