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J. HECTOR ST. JOHN
American Farmer (1782)
vecoeur (1735-1813) published his famous Letters from ap
he Great Seal for the United States

In 1782, the same year de Cré
the Continen

tto E pluribus unu o
n, comprising t

tal Congress adopted t
m, "out of many, one.” But “one” what? Congress

of course intended it to mean one natio he thirteen newly independent states,
For de Crévecoeur, the French-born emigrant to New York who became an American citizen,
one of his essays, excerpted below, he attempts an

the question was more philosophical‘ In ! : .
answer to his most famous question: »What then is the American, this new man?”

American Farmer,
including the Latin mo

inted with the feelings and thoughts which must agitate
to the mind of an enlightened Englishman,

when he first lands on this continent . . . a modern society offers itself to his con-
templation, different from what he had hitherto seen. It is not composed, as in
of great lords who possess everything, and of a herd of people who have
tical families, no courts, no kings, no bishops, no
ecclesiastical dominion, no invisible power giving to a few a very visible one, no
great manufacturers employing thousands, no great refinements of luxury. The
rich and the poor are not so far removed from each other as they are in Europe.
Some few towns excepted, we are all tillers of the earth, from Nova Scotia to
West Flor'ida. We are a people of cultivators, scattered over an immense territory,
cor.nmumcating with each other by means of good roads and navigable rivers,
gilel;eddi:y:}?;:ﬂken bands of mild governm.ent, all respecting the laws, without
ea g the power, because they are equitable. We are all animated with the
spirit of an industry which is unfettered and unrestrained, because each persor
works for himself. If he travels through our rural district h, i h }})1 stile
castle, and the haughty mansion, contrasted with S Vle.WS o O' =
able cabin, where cattle and merll help to k weathy e € eyt I mlse_f
meanness, smoke, and indigence. A Pl 0- CeP e.a ch o.ther warm, and dell I
appears throughout our habitatio-ns i ee\l;m% lmlformyf'y of decent competers
starve, and bleed: we are the most pe’r'féc.t ¢ - ave no princes, for whom we tot
man is free as he ought to be; nor is thj SOCle'ty now existing in the world. Beré
others are. . . . ; is this pleasing equality so transitory as many
In this great American

together, and in consequen («’;S)(;lfuvm, 'the poor of Europe have by some mean
one another what countrymen thearloui causes; to what purpose should they a5
y are? Alas, two thirds of them had no country:

Can a wret h
C WhO Wand
ers abOH ]
t’ W W S ar ld starves Whose llfe iS a COIl'
’

tinual scene of sor i
e afflicti '
iction or pinching penury; can that 1l Englaﬂd .
: at man ca 0se

? A
country that had no bread for hinV w

I wish I could be acqua
the heart and present themselves

Europe,
nothing. Here are no aristocra

s met

gld &
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Hector St. JOhn CI'GV@C()@UI', L(’HE’I’S

Company, 1904 from _
), 48-50, 52-56. an American Farmer (New York Fox,
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rocured him no harvest, why, met with Nothing pyyy; th
olds P

c _ e frowns of the rich,
erity of the laws, with jails and pumshments; who ow
esev

: Ned not 5 single foot
extensive surface of this planet? No! urged by 5 Variety of motives, here
of the to Iegenerate them; ney, laws
they a new social system; here the .

ng
fivino!

»aNew mode of
_ _ men: in Europe they were as so
o useless plants, wanting Vegetative mould, ang refreshin
many ed, and were mowed down by w
itherees

. : G hlmger, and war; byt now by the
of transplantation, like a]] other plants they h
ow;rFOrmerly they were not nump
ished:

ered in any civil |
; here they rank 4 citi
e Of the poorr
in thos

Which will her

eafter become disti
mhabit. The A

merican ought ther
Wherein either he or his forefath
Olow with equal steps
s of Nature, sejf-
dl'en, WhO e

e, gladly

ers were born, Here the rewards of his indust;y
the progress of his labour; his labour i?s fo.undeacli‘1 gnc }tl iﬁ
interest; can it want a stronger allurement? Wlfvis e
vain demanded of him a morsel of bread, now, fc fo ol
heir father to clear those fields whence exuberan P

€re there ig bread, there is my country.”

fore in
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without any part being claimed eith,
’ e

a rich abbot, or 2 mighty lord. Here re}igion demands but|
salary to the minister and gratltud? t0 God; can b, 1oy

new man, who acts upon new principles; he muStref“Se
and form new opinions. From involuntary idjep, ther,
and useless labout, he has passed to toils fess, Sep.
le subsistence.— This is an American,. 2 vy,

Th

d to clothe them all;
ittly a

arise to feed an
despotic prince,
him; a small voluntary
these? The Americanisa
fore entertain new ideas,

vice dependence, penury,
different nature, reward by amp

DING AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. De Crévecoeur’s essays were first published in 'London for a European 5y, &
How did he explain to them what made Americans a distinctive people? xn. e,
themes did he emphasize? " Which

2. How would you summarize d
zenship? He himself was born 1
he meant more than completing a legal process O

“becoming an American” to involve?

t is de Crévecoeur’s construction of American identity reley

s? Compare his views with your own. ANt to

REA

e Crévecoeur’s understanding of Americ

n France but “became an American.” Assan citj.
oL umj

f naturalization, what dﬁ“ﬁg

e

understand

3. To what exten
contemporary American

P3-3 | Women's Right to Education in the New Republic

JUDITH SARGENT MURRAY, On the Equality
of the Sexes (1790)

The Revolution’s legacy on reformers was both immediate and enduri '

?ilsf?tn de'"',‘,o.cra'u_C ideals helped to shape cultural values, as did Jefferrlsr;gﬁ’ztfa?rgocﬁmg gmpha.
dgméctzticluiz,ﬂlcn)be_rty, gnd the pursuit of happiness.” Growing demands for a sl:ri)l:nable
e ean na;n;pweddreform efforts tol eradicate slavery, promote religious revivagl o
1775t publshed in 1750, dected gender mequalties and caled for el » i
opportunities for women. This was a radical statemqeliwat ?(l)erstsgf' e f'or eguai educatiqnal
efforts to advance women's rights. Ime and inspired later feminist

Is it upo i :

ber diotibations? o it ined = face Toet e bt e s thus partil
? Is it indeed a fact, that she h: '

human species so un i ’ she hath yielded to one half of th

questionable a mental - ot the

elevated i superiority? I know th

what the l::ii(j;Sta;l fd ings, and the reverse, are Commz)]n But suff:rt 11:‘:)1: Sc:};zlixfri

intellectual pO:Ver el;nales 8 sonolonously defictert, ox ulnequal, May not Ithe

memory and jud rnee tr ar’;“ged under these four heads—imagination, reason
gment. The province of imagination hath long sil;ce beeI;

Judith Sargent Murr
o ay, The Massachusetts Magazine, vol. I1 (Boston: I. Thomas and E. T. Andrews:
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€N crowneq and
haps the most arduoy
partlcularly Ceded tg 4

: »and we haye been t
reative fa}culty. Observe the varie shions
mile) whicp, distingujgh and ado
changing, i

ical, ang

dered to us, and we have p
gurrent of fancy. Invention ig per
re ioni'"’O f imagination hath beep,
b anch ind invested with that C
ut ofIn;a r the contemptuoys g
(here how continually are they
orld: an’s assertion problemat
wise I;ief the sun. . . .
new other instance of our Creative
'ou?ralre we at inventive scanda]?
ni

uredly great activity of ming is thereby
i erly directed, what beneficia] effects woy

r;)f}i)cient to employ the Operations
Sut Are we deficient in reason?
not. . - -

€ inferiority of

Memory, I'believe, wilj be allowed

in common, since everyone’s eXperience must testify, that a loquacious old
us

not distinguish so we]].” —Yet it

in this determining faculty

Grant that their minds are by nature equal, yet who shall wonciler att hthaer fi;:lnger;:
superiority, if indeed custom becomes second nat%tre. : s .'A}: t}elng o
womanhood, the uncultivated fair one ffee.ls a void, whlch de?e:(r)lioc})’ks T
allotted her are by no means capable of filling. What claz.sd e1 S(?c .She N
May not apply; or if she doth, to those only of the nove fzfn ; detO this tormn, the
appellation of a learned lady; and what ideas have beerc; a 1x¢;times bt Go sttt
observation of many can testify. Fashion, Scanda.l: :n govr\tlho can say to what
Jhore reprehensible, are then called in to her relief; an s she herself is most
lengths the liberties she takes may proceed'.Meanﬂng was she permitted
unhaPPY; she feels the want of a cultiva.ted mind. h eve;' to their particular
the Same instructors as her brother, (with ail €y .0\(/1\7 an ample field would
departments) for the employmef; o algaﬁgil: 1liItItlllzroom for the trifles with
©Opened. . . A mind, thus filled, wou
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e, accused of amusing themgg,,

. ch justic
with too mu J nions for those, who shoy] d Ois, ahd

fit compa ;
endered d become discreet, theijr g d,

be r 1
they would thus n. ... Females would ] .
wear them as their crow s for life being circumspectly Chosz;ents

. eir partner
would be invxgorated, and their p o as iS NOW e FEVETSE. N
Hymen would then be as rate, uld supersede
unhappy 1y hat those acqulrements WO P le our (, -
Wil it be urged (7 cquisite in female economy 1S easily attaineq Sticy
duties. I answer that every ¥ ttained, they require no furthe. ~ 30q
dd, that when once & ’ ) O 1o,
with truth I can add, he needle, or the superintenden,, .l

! ing t
- while we are pursuing ) . - of
atte1.1t10n- Nayrt that our minds are at full liberty for re?ﬂec.tlon, that img- at'the
family, I repeat, and that if a just foundation is early laig, our ; lop
Qas

may exert itself mhful1 fvﬁi’;nal beings. . - - Should it still be VOCiferated’ "
will then be worthy o tficient” —1 would calmly ask, is it re Yoy,
domesticl; 'edmf l(f)g,rr?sx:fo?traelii; fli the joys of heaven, an intelligent beaiionab S
f: f(j :pC:Il:d tema eiernity in contemplating thg works of the Deity, ?hould st
be so degraded, as to be allowed no other 1.deas, than those which are il
or the sewing the seams of a garment?,_

by the mechanism of a pudding,
uls are by nature equal to yours; g
> the

Yes, ye lordly, ye haughty sex, our so S &l
same breath of God animates, enlivens, and invigorates us; and that we are ng.

fallen lower than yourselves, let those witness who have greatly towereq aboy,

the various discouragements by which they have been so heavily OPpresse(. ane
though I am unacquainted with the list of celebrated characters on either sidé d
from the observations I have made in the contracted circle in which I have mo\l,}elgt
I dare confidently believe, that from the commencement of time to the Prese .
day, there hath been as many females, as males, who, by the mere force of nat.‘urn t
powers, have merited the crown of applause; who, thus unassisted, have seized t}fé

which our s€X are,

s Why
Plesen

ggested

wreath of fame. . . .
The exquisite delicacy of the female mind proclaimeth the eXactness of j;
118

texture, while its nice sense of honour announceth its innate, its native grandey
And indeed, in one respect, the preeminence seems to be tacitly allowed us: fr.
aftgr an education which limits and confines, and employments and recreatf >
which naturally tend to enervate the body, and debilitate the mind- after we QOHS
f.rom early youth been adorned with ribbons, and other gewgaws, dressed ot
like the ancient victims previous to a sacrifice, being taught by th,e care of -
parents in collecting the most showy materials that the ornamenting our e>(()tu r
:;our ought to be t.he principal object of our attention; after, [ say, fifteen s
! 1}115 spent, we are introduced into the world, amid the united adul’at' f vy
eholder. . .. It is expected that with the other s e e
ex we should commence immedj-




generally unfriendly
time, is i
it should be r ecl; gt

. rOVemen. i ] y thei
Jeast 35 req‘.HSlte as our exertions. . .. In high life, or, in other words, where th
cties are in possession of affluence, the objection respecting tim(,-z is wholle
Obviated’ and of course falls to the gro.und. ... Butin one respect, O ye arbiters (3;
ot fate! we confess that the Superiority is indubitably yours; you are by nature
formed for our protecjcors; we pretend not to vie with you in bodily strength;
pon this point we W‘IH nEVET contend for victory. Shield us then, we beseec};
ou, from external evils, and in return we will transact your domestick affairs
Yes, YOUr, for are you not equally interested in those matters with ourselves? Ié
ot the elegancy of neatnes§ as agreeable to your sight as to ours; is hot the well
favoured viand equally delightful to your taste; and doth not your sense of hear-

ing suffer as much, from the discordant sounds prevalent in anill regulated fam-
ily, produced by the voices of children and many et ceteras?

CONSTANTIA.

READING AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

How important were the democratic ideals of the period to shaping Murray’s

argument about the inequality of the sexes, which she experienced? What does
her argument suggest about her vision for the new nation?

. Who do you think Murray’s audience is for this essay? What effect do you think
she expected to have on the cultural values of her day?

. Assess the historical significance of Murray’s essay as an artifact of the late-
eighteenth-century debate over democratic ideals and national identity.



