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TO WHAT expedient, then, shall we finally resort, for maintaining in practice the
necessary partition of power among the several departments, as laid down in the
Constitution? The only answer that can be given is, that as all these exterior pro-
visions are found to be inadequate, the defect must be supplied, by so contriving
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republic of America, the power surrendered by the people is first divided
between two distinct governments, and then the portion allotted to each subdi-
vided among distinct and separate departments. Hence a double security arises
to the rights of the people. The different governments will control each other, at
the same time that each will be controlled by itself. Second. It is of great impor-
fance in a republic not only to guard the society against the oppression of its rul-
ers, but to guard one part of the society against the injustice of the other part.
Different interests necessarily exist in different classes of citizens. If a majority be
united by a common interest, the rights of the minority will be insecure. There
are but two methods of providing against this evil: the one by creating a will in
the community independent of the majority —that is, of the so§iety itse.lf; the
Other, by comprehending in the society so many separate descriptions of citizens
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ff;::lb;:ai ‘;‘roe prompted, by the uncertainty of their condition, to submit to ,
government which may protect the weak as V\feil as themselves.; SO, In the formey
state, will the more powerful factions or parties be gradually induced, by a like
motive, to wish for a government which will protect all parties, the weaker ag
well as the more powerful. It can be little doubted that if the State of Rhode Island
was separated from the Confederacy and left to itself, the insecurity of rights
under the popular form of sovernment within such narrow limits would be dis-
played by such reiterated Oppressions of factious majoriti
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ADING AND DisSCussion QUESTIONS

Many at the time feared the divisive j . ,
ested these self-interested politica) “npact of factions, and some critics stig-
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. In theczzgr; a}‘,thCiz,a Xadﬁog‘argues, “if men were angels, no government would
beRe A Y, v:adison recognized man's fallibility. How did this view
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" COMPARATIVE QUESTIONS =

. To what extent d.id the language of rights and liberties prevalent during this
period touch various groups within the colonies? How did they use that lan-
guage for their own purposes?

. How did ideas about government change as a result of the Revolutionary War
experience?

. How might the Constitution have read had Abigail Adams, Daniel Gray, and
the enslaved Africans in Massachusetts been delegates to the Philadelphia
convention?

. Do you see the Revolutionary era more as a radical social movement (the people
demanding liberty and equality) or a conservative political movement (colonists
demanding respect for their traditional rights)? Explain. ~



