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GANGS OF NEW YORK  

 
Matching: Using the word bank place the word the best fits with the character from the film in the boxes below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Directions: As you watch the movie, take notes using the 
provided handout.  

New York during 
Industrialization 

Cultural Make-Up 
What mix of ethnic groups make up NY 
city during the industrial revolution? 

 

Social Classes 
Describe the differences you notice 
between the living conditions of the rich 
and the poor in the film. 
 
 

Nativism 
How are immigrants treated by 
Native-born Americans in the film? 
Why is there resentment? 
 
 

Political Machines 
Provide at least 3 examples through 
out the film how Boss Tweed 
manipulates the political process to 
his advantage. 
 
 

Social Gospel Movement 
How did religious groups try to help 
the 5 Points area? 
 
 

Amsterdam Bill the Butcher Boss Tweed Schermerhorn  Calvinist minister 

Word Bank:  
-Nativist        -Political Machine       - Industrialist       -Social Gospel Movement      - Irish Immigrant 



Who said what quote? 
 
Quote Who said it? 

“They vote how the archbishop tells them. And who tells 
him? Their king in the pointy hat, who sits on his throne in 
Rome.”  

 

“Remember the first rule of politics, ballots don’t make 
the results, the counters do. Keep counting!” 

 

“Our elected representatives are a gang of thieves, who 
swear to better our lot while dipping their hands deep into 
our pockets.”  

 

“You could buy your way out for 300 dollars. But who 
had 300 dollars? For us it had might as well been 3 
millions.” Amsterdam 

 

“You can always hire one half of the poor to kill the other 
half.”  

 

 
Critically Thinking: Answer the following questions in complete Sentences 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs. Sandoval-ERHS 
 
 

Why do you think there was so much crime in the city of New York? And even in major cities today? _______ 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Which do you think is more wrong a corrupt government (Boss Tweed/Tammany Hall) or the thieves that 
make up the Gangs of New York? Explain your answer. 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



 
 


