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P3-4 | A Warning for the Young Republic
George Washington's Farewell Address (1796)

mation, Washington was the new nation’s ?ndispensable man. His two
as president established the working structure of the n'atnonai government ang Cfeatirdms
national identity around republican ideals. Washington's neutral course in foreigp » 2
3imed to ensure America’s separate destiny from the war-wracked fate of Europe. By embr'?'a'?

ing Hamilton's economic policies, Washington su‘pported‘ a ’national bank and establisheg
public credit, thereby creating the political institutions affirming federal power. As his tern
closed, he cautioned his fellow Americans in a farewell address published in 1796.

In everyone's esti

Friends and Fellow Citizens:
In looking forward to the moment which is intended to terminate the career

of my public life, my feelings do not permit me to suspend the deep acknowledg-
ment of that debt of gratitude which I owe to my beloved country for the many
honors it has conferred upon me; still more for the steadfast confidence with
which it has supported me; and for the opportunities I have thence enjoyed of
manifesting my inviolable attachment, by services faithful and persevering,
though in usefulness unequal to my zeal. If benefits have resulted to our country
from these services, let it always be remembered to your praise, and as an instruc-
tive example in our annals, that under circumstances in which the passions, agr
tated in every direction, were liable to mislead, amidst appearances sometimes
dubious, vicissitudes of fortune often discouraging, in situations in which not
unfrequently want of success has countenanced the spirit of criticism, the cor
stancy of your support was the essential prop of the efforts, and a guarantee of
the plans by which they were effected. . . .
Here, perhaps, I ought to stop. But a solicitude for your welfare, whi®
cannot end but with my life, and the apprehension of danger, natural to that
solicitude, urge me, on an occasion like the present, to offer to your solemn O
templation, and to recommend to your frequent review, some sentiments whic
are the result of much reflection, of no inconsiderable observation, and whi
appear to me all-important to the permanency of your felicity as a people -
Interwoven as is t'he %ove of liberty with every ligament of your hearts, W
recor;}i?rﬁf;lz? gO; 52;:;: ;ece}issgy to fqrtify or confirm the atfachmeﬂ;.w af
to you. It is justly so, for it isw . 'COI’I'Stltu.t e you one people alsolriln K
dence, the support of’Your tramﬁl n'll?m pillar in the edifice of your r¢?
of your prosperity; of that ver (}3)1 ltty ° h(.)me, your peace abrf)ad; of Y(; itis asy
to foresee that, from diffe y iberty which you so highly prize But? aif®
: é rent causes and from different quarters, MU on
will be taken, many artifices empl . ™ con et
) .. ployed to weaken in your minds the ef
of this truth; as this is the point in g y . .ch the pat!
) : your political f st whi¢ h
ies of internal and external enemi b HeRL ORRESERE ' hov5
es will be most constantly and active y

%
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- covertly and insifiiously) directed, it is of infinite moment that you should
0 operly estimate theilmmense value of your national union to your collective
’ d individual happ1nes§; that you .ShO\ﬂd cherish a cordial, habitual, and
imrnoVable attachment to 1t; ‘af:custommg yourselves to think and speak of it as
f the palladillm of your political safety and prosperity; watching for its preser-

sation with jealous anxiety; discountenancing whatever may suggest even a sus-
iion that it can in any event be abandoned; and indignantly frowning upon the
first dawning of every attempt to alienate any portion of our country from the

rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now link together the various parts. . ..

The name of American, which belongs to you in your national capacity, must
always exalt the just pride of patriotism more than any appellation derived from
Jocal discriminations. With slight shades of difference, you have the same reli-
gion, manners, habits, and political principles. You have in a common cause fought
and triumphed together; the independence and liberty you possess are the work
of joint counsels, and joint efforts of common dangers, sufferings, and successes.

But these considerations, however powerfully they address themselves to
your sensibility, are greatly outweighed by those which apply more immediately
to your interest. Here every portion of our country finds the most commanding
motives for carefully guarding and preserving the Union of the whole. . ...

These considerations speak a persuasive language to every reflecting and
virtuous mind, and exhibit the continuance of the Union as a primary object of
patriotic desire. Is there a doubt whether a common government can embrace so
large a sphere? Let experience solve it. To listen to mere speculation in such a
case were criminal. We are authorized to hope that a proper organization of the
whole with the auxiliary agency of governments for the respective subdivisions,
will afford a happy issue to the experiment. It is well worth a fair and full experi-
ment. With such powerful and obvious motives to union, affecting all parfs. of
our country, while experience shall not have demonstrated its impracticability,
there will always be reason to distrust the patriotism of those who in any quarter
May endeavor to weaken its bands.

In contemplating the causes which may disturb our Union, it occurs as mat-
Fe.r of serious concern that any ground should have been furnished for character-
“Ing parties by geographical discriminations, Northern and Sonfthern, Atlantfc
:nriaﬁvgsitem; whence designing men may endeavor to excite a l();hefstl(\)eflt t:retr; tl(S)
g lifference of local interests and views. One Qf the expi tLeno mi}())ns e
i ri Influence within particular districts 18 to mlsrepreseﬁ e Sli;the o

Sieg aO Other districts. You cannot shield yourselves too muc again ) o
nd heartburnines which spring from these misrepresentations; they ten
"Nder alien g . ht to be bound together by fraternal

affeCtion 0 each other those who ougnt 0

To the ¢ . nt
Isi the efficacy and permanency of your Union, a governme

Youy I.S Pensable. . . . Sensible of this momentous truth, you have;“tltp ;()C\:I}Sullleﬁzg

thag, "Stessay, by the adoption of a constitution of gover nment o° af\a ement of

Your”, * former for an intimate union, and for the efficacious ovfn choice,
*Mmon concerns. This government, the offspring of our

for the whole
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uninfluenced and unawed, adopted upfm full ir}vestigétl()n Efm':i mature delibery,
tion, completely free in its principles, in "chej d1str1but10_n_0 lfs p;)wers, Uniting
security with energy, and containing Wlthln itself a provision for 1RS OWn ameng.-
ment, has a just claim to your confldence.: and y01-1r §upp0rt. espect for jtg
authority, compliance with its laws, acqulesa?nce in its mea_sures, are dutjeg
enjoined by the fundamental maxims of true liberty. Thfa basis pf Qur politica]
systems is the right of the people to make and to alter tlr}e1r constitutions of goy.
ernment. But the Constitution which at any time exists, till changed by an explicit
and authentic act of the whole people, is sacredly obligatory upon all. The very
idea of the power and the right of the people to establish government presup-
poses the duty of every individual to obey the established government.

All obstructions to the execution of the laws, all combinations and associa-
tions, under whatever plausible character, with the real design to direct, control,
counteract, or awe the regular deliberation and action of the constituted authori-
ties, are destructive of this fundamental principle, and of fatal tendency. They
serve to organize faction, to give it an artificial and extraordinary force; to put,in
the place of the delegated will of the nation the will of a party, often a small but
artful and enterprising minority of the community. . . .

However combinations or associations of the above description may now
and then answer popular ends, they are likely, in the course of time and things,
to become potent engines, by which cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men

will be enabled to subvert the power of the people and to usurp for themselves
the reins of government, destroying afterwards the ve
lifted them to unjust dominion.

Towards the preservation of
present happy state, it is re
irregular oppositions to its a
care the spirit of innovation

I have already intimat

ry engines which have

your government, and the permanency of your
quisite, not only that you steadily discountenance
cknowledged authority, but also that you resist with
upon its principles, however specious the pretexts. . .-
ed to you the danger of parties in the State, with par
unding of them on geographical discriminations. Let
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[t is important, likewise, that the habits of thinking in a free country should
. opire caution in thf)se entru§teq with its administration, to confine themselves
within their respective constitutional spheres, avoiding in the exercise of the
owers of one departmgnt to enc'r.oach upon another. . . . The necessity of recip-
rocal checks in the erxercnse of pohfma? power, by dividing and distributing it into
different dep'OSItaHeS, and constituting each the guardian of the public weal
against invasions by tbe others, has been evinced by experiments ancient and
modern; some of them in our country and under our own eyes. To preserve them
must be as necessary as to institute them. If, in the opinion of the people, the dis-
tribution or modification of the constitutional powers be in any particular wrong,
Jet it be corrected by an amendment in the way which the Constitution desig-
nates. But let there be no change by usurpation; for though this, in one instance,
may be the instrument of good, it is the customary weapon by which free govern-
ments are destroyed. The precedent must always greatly overbalance in perma-
nent evil any partial or transient benefit, which the use can at any time yield.

Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion
and morality are indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim the trib-
ute of patriotism, who should labor to subvert these great pillars of human hap-
piness, these firmest props of the duties of men and citizens. The mere politician,
equally with the pious man, ought to respect and to cherish them. A volume
could not trace all their connections with private and public felicity. Let it simply
be asked: Where is the security for property, for reputation, for life, if the sense of
religious obligation desert the oaths which are the instruments of investigation in
courts of justice? And let us with caution indulge the supposition that morality
can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence
of refined education on minds of peculiar structure, reason and experience both
f0r'bid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious
principle. ., . .

Observe good faith and justice towards all nations; cultivate peace and har-
mofly with all. Religion and morality enjoin this conduct; and can it be, that good
policy does not equally enjoin it?

In the execution of such a plan, nothing is more essential than that perma-
fent, inveterate antipathies against particular nations, and passionate attach-
“;sllzrt‘s for others, should be excluded; and that, in place of th'em,.just and amicable
anothgs tOWa.rds all should be cultivated. The r}at.ion which indulges towa.rds

. t(r) a habl‘tual hatred or a habitual fondness is in some degre.e.a slave. It is a
stay its animosity or to its affection, either of which is sufficient to lead it
fomits duty and its interest. . . .
COri Elr(’-at. rule of conduct for us in regard to .foreignl qations is in. extendin;;
Sble o faerc1a1 relations, to have with them as little political connectlgﬁ ads p,(')tbl;
Perfect gOOIdafS we have already formed engagements, let them be fulfilled wi
wopa aith. Here let us stop. I
felatiOn_ Pehas a set of primary interests which to us have none; or a very e mo;
are eSS@ntience she must be engaged in frequent controversies, the causes ot ‘\.hl& :
ally foreign to our concerns. Hence, therefore, it must be unwise mn us
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to implicate ourselves by artificial ties.irll the ordinary V’:;l;§lmdes of }}er Polifi
or the ordinary combinations and collisions of her friendships or enmitieg

Our detached and distant situation invites and enables us to pursue 3 differ
ent course. . . . It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances wig, 2y
portion of the foreign world. . ..

In offering to you, my countrymen, these counsels of an o?d and affectiony,
friend, I ... may even flatter myself that they may be productive of some partj
benefit, some occasional good; that they may now and then recur to moderate the
fury of party spirit, to warn against the mischiefs of foreign intrigue, to guar
against the impostures of pretended patriotism. .. .

Relying on its kindness in this as in other things, and actuated by that fervent
love towards it, which is so natural to a man who views in it the native soil of
himself and his progenitors for several generations, I anticipate with pleasing
expectation that retreat in which 1 promise myself to realize, without alloy, the
sweet enjoyment of partaking, in the midst of my fellow-citizens, the benign
influence of good laws under a free government, the ever-favorite object of my
heart, and the happy reward, as I trust, of our mutual cares, labors, and dangers.

United States
19th September, 1796
Geo. Washington

READING AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Which challenges does Washington think are most threatening t0 the ne¥
nation? What clues in the text led to your conclusions?

How would you characterize Washington’s point of view? Was he generaﬂy
optimistic or pessimistic in his assessment of America’s future?

Wlashington witnessed the development of new political institutions, like Poh'rt;'
- . . . 0 -
cal parties, which he described as dangerous. Why does he see them as 11 il

patible with America’s national identity? What in Washington'’s critiqueé 15
valuable today?



