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76 | New England Federalists Oppose the War of 1812
Report of the Hartford Convention (1815)

The War of 1812 revived the Federalists, who used it to mount a vicious attack on Jefferson
and Madison. Jefferson’s 1807 Embargo Act outraged New England Federalists, whose ship-
ping interests suffered as a result, but his critics also ridiculed him for grasping enormous
power, contrary to his own political philosophy. Madison fared no better. He was excoriated
for stumbling into a war the nation was ill prepared to fight. Federalists met in Hartford to
cohere their protests into a series of resolutions they intended to present to Congress. The
resolutions included here were more moderate than others proposed, including some that

Theodore Dwight, Histery of the Hartford Convention: With a Review of the Policy of the United States
Government, Which Led to the War of 1812 (New York: N. & J. White; Boston: Sussell, Odiomne; &
Co, 1833), 352-356, 375-379.
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Jpsolute nece5§ity. These are among the Principal objections a
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devoutly to be w1§hed, that an occasion may be afforded to al]pfrien.ds of the
country, of i.il! parties, and in all places, to pause and consider the awful state to
which pernicious counsels and blind passions have brought this people. The
number of those who perceive, and who are ready to retrace errors, must, it is
pelieved be yet sufficient to redeem the nation. It is necessary to rall;r and {mite
them by the assurance that no hostility to the constitution is meditated, and to
obtain their aid in placing it under guardians who alone can save it from destruc-
tion. Should this fortunate change be effected the hope of happiness and honour
may once more dispel the surrounding gloom. Our nation may yet be great, our
union durable. But should this prospect be utterly hopeless, the time will not
have been lost which shall have ripened a general sentiment of the necessity of
more mighty efforts to rescue from ruin, at least some portion of our beloved

country.

THEREFORE RESOLVED,
That it be and hereby is recommended to the legislatures of the several states

represented in this Convention, to adopt all such measures as may be necessary
effectually to protect the citizens of said states from the operation and effects of
all acts which have been or may be passed by the Congress of the United States,
which shall contain provisions, subjecting the militia or other citizens to forcible
drafts, conscriptions, or impressments, not authorised by the constitution of the
United States.

Resolved, That it be and hereby is recommended to the said Legislatures, to
authorize an immediate and earnest application to be made to the government of
the United States, requesting their consent to some arrangement, whereby the
said states may, separately or in concert, be empowered to assume upon thgm—
selves the defence of their territory against the enemy; and a reasonable portion
of the taxes, collected within said States, may be paid into the respective treasur-
ies thereof, and appropriated to the payment of the balance due s.aid states, and
to the future defence of the same. The amount so paid into the said treasuries to
becredited, and the disbursements made as aforesaid to be charged to the United

Stateg

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is, recommended to the legislatures of .the
aforesaid states, to pass laws (where it has not already been done) authon.mng
the governors or commanders-in-chief of their militia to make detachments from
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And it is further reccommended, that the said states sha Persevere i, theiy
efforts to obtain such amendments, until the same shall be feffected.

First. Representatives and direct taxes s}}all b? apportlon.ed am
eral states which may be included within this Union, according to
tive numbers of free persons, including those bound to serve for t
and excluding Indians not taxed, and all other persons.

Second. No new state shall be admitted into the Union by Congress, in Virtue
of the power granted by the constitution, without the concurrence of two thirds
of both houses.

Third. Congress shall not have power to lay any embargo on the ships or ves.
sels of the citizens of the United St

ates, in the ports or harbours thereof, for more
than sixty days.
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READING AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What do you think gave the Federalists confidence that their resolutions would
be sympathetically received in Congress?

2. How would the Federalists’ proposed constitutional amendments have ad-
dressed the problems they identified?

3. What does the Hartford Convention tell us about early national politics?

s COMPARATIVE QUESTIONS =

1. What might account for the difference in American responses to the French Rev-
olution? What impact might those differences have had on American politics?

2. Compare and contrast the political program of the Federalists and Republicans
based on the sources included in this chapter. How did the emergence of these
early political parties affect American society during this time?

3. What did the two major political parties see as the source of strength for the
American republic? Did they have the same or different answers?

1 To what extent were the disputes between Federalists and Republicans fueled by
policy or personality?

5. How would you interpret the War of 18122 Is it the end of one era or the start of
another? Did the War of 1812 introduce new issues or settle old ones?



