EORGE WASHIN y st
DOCUMENT 17 graft and Dishonest Graft

1905

one of New York’s best-known «
George Washington Pgu?k:t;;:friiglgjjl)hﬁfmse Democratic Party’s. political maq:?na:};
politigians." He workde gcorr”ption (called graft) with social services to maintain N
f:omblned voter frallzlj(c:rn ted here is one of the lectures that Plunkitt delivereq from thé
Eo';lfbv;’azsr:tzﬁ;y.in the lp\lew York County Courthouse, which were collected by politiy
reporter William Riordan for publication in 1905.

There’s an honest graft, and P'm an example f)f how it work,s. I”mlght sum up
- il 8 rtunities and I took em.
whole thing by sayin’: "I seen my Oppo S . ~

Just let me explain by examples. My partys in ;’)owe.:r In the city, and it’s gy

to undertake a lot of public improvements. Well, I'm tipped off, say, that they're
ing to lay out a new park at a certain place.

8olnlgsee m}; opportunilzy and I take it. I go to that place and I b.uy up all the lanq

can in the neighborhood. Then the board of this or that makes its plan public, anq

there is a rush to get my land, which nobody cared particular for before.

Ain't it perfectly honest to charge a good price and make a profit on my inves.
ment and foresight? Of course, it is. Well, that’s honest graft.

Or supposin’ it’s a new bridge they’re goin’ to build. I get tipped off and I buy
as much property as I can that has to be taken for approaches. I sell at my own
price later on and drop some more money in the banik.

Wouldn't you? It’s just like lookin ahead in Wall Sireet or in the coffee or cot-
ton market. It's honest graft, and I'm lookin’ for it every day in the year. I will tel
you frankly that I've got a good lot of it, too.

I'll tell you of one case. They were goin’ to fix up a big park, no matter where.
got on to it, and went lookin’ about for land in that neighborhood.

I could get nothin’ at a bargain but a big piece of swamp, but I took it fast

enough and held on to it. What turned out was just what I counted on. They
couldn’t make the park complete without Plunkitt’s swamp, and they had to pay3
good price for it. Anything dishonest in that?

Up in the watershed I made some money, too. I bought up several bits of land
there some years ago and made a pretty good guess that they would be bought up
for water purposes later by the city.

) Sf)me?how, I always guessed about right, and shouldn’t I enjoy the profit of my
oresight? It was rather amusin’ when the condemnation commissioners came
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J0ng and found piece aft'er Piece of the land in the name of George Plunkitt of
the pifteenth Assembly District, New York City. They wondered how I knew just

what to buy. The answer iS._-I SEEN MYy opportunity and I took it. T haver’t con-
fned myself to land; anything that pays is in my line,

/—_ .

william L. Riordan, Plunkitt of Tammany Hall: A Series of Very Plain Talks on Very Practical
politics, Delivered by Ex-Senator George Washington Plunkitt, the Tammany Philosopher,
t.om His Rostrum—the New York County Court-House Bootblack Stand (New York: McClure
phillips, 1905), 3-6.
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PRACTICING Historical Thinking

Identify: What does Plunkitt mean by “honest graft”?
Analyze: What is Plunkitt’s attitude toward graft? Cite one line to support your
response.

Evaluate: Does Plunkitt's statement reflect a paradox within the American identity
regarding personal gain and social obligations? Explain.




