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1. The Congress of Vienna (1815)  represented a 

temporary triumph for the old conservative 

order.

2. Napoleon was defeated and former rulers were 
restored to power. 

3. Conservatives at the Congress of Vienna 

sought to prevent liberalism and nationalism 

from disturbing the conservative order.

4.  The Concert of Europe was the clearest and 
most effective expression of conservatism.





Congress of Vienna

1815

Vienna, Austria

Great Powers meet to establish 
a conservative order in post-
Napoleonic Europe



Restore the 
BALANCE OF POWER

 (no nation dominating)

Quadruple Alliance:

Austria, Prussia, 
Russia, Britain

Congress of Vienna



Europe after the Congress of Vienna. German 

Confederation (in cream color), with Prussia's (pink) and 
Austria's (orange) territories outside the Confederation

 



France restored to 
1792 boundaries

WAR REPARATIONS

A lenient peace

 bitterness

Congress of Vienna



Klemens von Metternich

Â Austrian Foreign Minister

The Concert of Europe
Prince Klemens Wenzel von Metternich

Concert System 
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The Concert of Europe

A. Lasted from Congress of Vienna in 
1815 until the Crimean War of the 
1850s

B. Series of arrangements to enforce 
the status quo as defined by the 
Vienna settlement

1. Highly conservative in nature

2. Essentially a crusade against 
liberalism and nationalism



1. Successfully restored the European 

balance of power.

a.  Not until Germanyôs unification 

in 1871 was the balance of 
power again compromised.

b.  No world wars occurred 
between 1815 and 1914.

c.  More successful in stabilizing 

the international system than 
treaties in the 20 th century.



Criticized by liberals and 
nationalists for creating an 
atmosphere that repressed reforms 
and nationalist movements
Å Underestimated the new 

nationalism generated by the 
French Revolution



The Holy Alliance

250px-Alexander_I_of_Russia

Prussia

Austria

Russia

An agreement between the monarchs of Prussia, 
Austria, and Russia to rule in a spirit of Christian charity 
and to assist each other in times of trouble (i.e., to 
assist one another in crushing revolutionary activity).
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a. European international relations controlled 

by series of meetings held by great powers 

to monitor and defend status quo

b. Principle of collective security required 
unanimity among members of the 

Quadruple Alliance

c.  Worked effectively until early 1820s

d. 1822, Britain withdrew from the Congress 

effectively killing the Congress system.
ÅBritain disagreed with the Congressôs 

squashing of a revolt in Spain. 





ÂConservatism

ÂLiberalism

ÂNationalism

Stay Tuned Foré
ÂRomanticism

ÂSocialism

WARNING:  Throw out any 
ideas that you currently 
have about ñliberalsò and 
ñconservativesò in the 
present day.  This stuff is 
different.



Proponents:  Edmund Burke, Metternich

Emphasis on traditions and institutions

People have ñrightsò because of a 
connection with the past.  (e.g., English 
rights derived from Magna Carta and 
English Bill of Rights)



Burke predicted the bloodbath of the French 
Revolution ï institutions that had kept 
order were destroyed

Burke contrasted French Rev. with English 
ñGlorious Revolution,ò which preserved 
institutions.



A. Conservatism was a reaction to 
liberalism and a popular 
alternative for those frightened 
by the violence, terror and social 
disorder of the French 
Revolution.

1. Embodied most by   
   Klemens  von  

       Metternich  of 
     Austria



2. Supported by traditional ruling 
classes (e.g. nobles) & peasants 
who still formed majority of the 
population

Å Bourgeoisie constituted the 
biggest threat to the 
conservative status quo
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1. The liberalism unleashed by the French 
Revolution was largely kept in check during 
the years following the Congress  of Vienna.

2. Liberalism became a major force in France 
during the Revolutions of  1830 and 
1848.

 a. The Bourbons were overthrown in 1830 
and replaced with Louis  Philippe (the 
ñBourgeois Kingò).

 b. France became a republic in 1848 
(although only for 4 years).



3. Liberalism resulted in a number of 
important reforms in Britain by 
1850 (e.g. Reform Bill of 1832 
and repeal of the Corn Laws in 
1846).



Proponents:  Adam Smith, John Stuart Mill

Progressive Viewpoint

Against Absolutism

Laissez-Faire Economics (Free Markets)

Rights are inalienable ï written constitutions 
should protect these rights
































































