46 TRUMA
2 HARRY N, Statement by th

Announcing the Use of the 5_p € President

omb gt Hiroshima (1945)

f the war in the Pacific
Har™ end 0 against the J5
ers llied demand for surrende Panese. Whe
dedl - dropped, the first on Hiroshima oped by American scienti cte In July, Truman
po™ a(tatack on Nagasaki. In this August 6 Stgpe August 6 followed th'rsez é}altnmately two
af“’the‘r a to the American people. ment, Truman announced theygolfr:f):nvg't?
Hiros o

The Japanese began the war from the ajr

at P
.1 many fol(.:l. And .the end i.s not yet. Wit earl Harbor. They have been

h this bomb we have now added a

and even more p.ov;er ﬁll)l i?r ms are in development.
- ic bomb. i -

Itis an at(})‘rir(:; the sun clisra har.nessmg of the basic power of the universe. The
force from W aws 1ts power has been loosed against th h
prought war to the Far East. 0Se WO

Before 1939, it was the accepted belief of scientists that it was theoreticall

ossible to release atomic energy. But no one knew any practical mo;eh;c(.ia o};
doing it. BY 1942, however, we knew that the Germans were working feverishl
10 find a way to add atomic energy to the other engines of war with which they
hoped to enslave the world. But they failed. We may be grateful to Providenc}e’
that the Germans got the V-1’s and V-2’s late and in limited quantities and even
more grateful that they did not get the atomic bomb at all.

The battle of the laboratories held fateful risks for us as well as the battles of
the air, land and sea, and we have now won the battle of the laboratories as we
have won the other battles. .

Beginning in 1940, before Pearl Harbor, scientific knowledge useful in war
was pooled between the United States and Great Britain, and many priceless
helps to our victories have come from that arrangement. Under that general

policy the research on the atomic bomb was begun. With American and
the

British scientists working together we entered the race of discovery against

Germans.
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we shall completely destroy Japan’s power to make war.

It was to spare the Japanese people from utter destruction that the ultima.
tum of July 26 was issued at Potsdam. Their leaders promptly rejected that ult-
matum. If they do not now accept our terms they may expect a rain of ruin from
the air, the like of which has never been Seen on this earth. Behind this ajr attack
will follow sea and land forces in such numbers and power as they have not et
Seen and with the fighting skill of which they are already well aware,
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READING AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Beyond simply announcing the dropping of the atomic bomb, what does Truman
hope to accomplish with his statement to the American people? Do you think

Americans were his only audience?

2. How do you assess the tone of Truman'’s statement? How, for instance, does he

describe the work of the scientists who created the bomb?
st 5. What advice would you

3. Imagine yourself an advisor to Truman on Augu .
mb? What do you think were

have given him concerning the use of the atomic bo
the common arguments for and against its use?



