62 | A Call to “Remember the Ladies”
ABIGAIL AND JOHN ADAMS, Correspondence (1776)

just as the citizens of Mecklerjbgrg ,County‘ instructed their delegates on which rights to
jemand, Abigail Adams sent s:mllalr Instructions to her husband, John, then serving at the
Second Continental Congress meeting in Philadelphia. John was pivotal in moving the dele-
gates to declare independence, and the couple’s wonderfully rich letters provide a window
nto the buildup to that historic moment. In addition to the personal hardships they endured
during the Revolutionary period, the letters reveal the lively discussions John and Abigail
shared over the place of women in the emerging republic. Abigail did not miss the opportu-
nity to lobby for her sex, and in one letter, reproduced here, she famously instructs her hus-
band to “remember the ladies” as he and his fellow delegates contemplate laws for the newly
independent states.

Abigail Adams to John Adams

Braintree, 31 March, 1776.
['wish you would ever write me a letter half as long as I write you; and tell me if
you may where your fleet are gone? What sort of defense Virginia can make
against our common enemy; whether it is so situated as to make an able defense.
Are not the gentry lords and the common people vassals, are they not like the
uncivilized vassals Britain represents us to be? I hope their riflemen, who have
shown themselves very savage and even blood-thirsty, are not a specimen of the

\\ .
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generality of the people. I am willing to allow the colony great merjg ¢,
produced Washington; but they have Peen shamefully .duPed bya Dunmavmg

I have sometimes been ready to think that the passion for liberty .
equally strong in the breasts of t}'105e who ha\.fe been e.lc?ustomed to deprive _
fellow-creatures of theirs. Of this I am certain, that it is not foundeq uponthelr
generous and Christian principal of doing to others as we would that Ot}t\hat
should do unto us. ers

Do not you want to see Boston; I am fearful of the small-pox, or Ish
have been in before this time. I got Mr. Crane to go to our House and ge, oulq
state it was in. I find it has been occupied by one of the doctors of a 1e What
very dirty, but no other damage has been done to it. The few things wh;
left in it are all gone. I look upon it a new acquisition of property, 5
which one month ago I did not value at a single shilling, and could with
have seen it in flames.

The town in general is left in a better state than we expected, more owing t
p]lrecipitate flight than any regard to the inhabitants, though some indivi?l N
dllsgo}\lfe}rled a senscfe of }}Ilonor and justice and have left the rent of the Houseliailrsl
whach they were, for the own i .
cient to mzke it good. Others he:xszea gjn:}r:i’f;?:;;zuﬂ?ﬂ’ o 1f damaged, suf
house of your President is safe and the furniture unh ©ravages. The mansion-
and Fumniture of the Solicitor General have fall urt WhllSt. both the House
party. Surely the very fiends feel a reverentialen . PEGY t(.) their own merciless
whilst they detest the parricide and traitor awe for virtue and patriotism,

I feel v i i _

We knew nzi{hcilrf\f\er\ff\:tt}l\i: iv?ceoﬁgrolizﬁ o Sprlng- to what I did a month ago.
had tilled we could reap the fruits of (I)Dur ot ?OW with safety, whether when u‘re
our own cottages, or whether we should Owrl; mdl.ls’ff}’, whether we could rsth
s.helter in the wilderness; but now we I;Ot i see_k
tives are returning to their deserted h be'e é} temporary peace, and the poor fugi-

Though we felicitate oursely o ons -
bling lest the lot of Boston should ES, we sympathize with those who are tren
stances unless pusillanimit e thEII‘S.- But they cannot be in similar circu

y and cowardice should take possession of them

They have time a .
nd warning ¢
Llong to hear that vou léafilven them to see the evil and shun it.

Te,

gimentl
ch were
Property
Pleasyre
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d indignity With impunity? Men of sense in all ages abhor those customs
;%Ch treat us only as the vassals of your S€X; regard us then as beings placed by

providence under your protection, and in imitation of the Supreme Being make
e of that power only for our happiness.
u

11 April.

I take my pen and write just as I can get time; my letters will be a strange
mixture. [ really am "Curftbered about many things,” and scarcely know which
way to turn myself. I r‘mss. my partner, and find myself unequal to the cares
which fall upon me. I find it necessary to be the directress of our husbandry. I
hope in time to have the reputation of being as a good a farmeress as my partner
has of being a good statesman. To ask you anything about your return would, I
suppose, be asking a question which you cannot answer.

Retirement, rural quiet domestic Pleasures, all, all must give place to the
weighty cares of state. It would be —

“Meanly poor in solitude to hide
An honest zeal, unwarped by party rage.”

“Though certain pains attend the cares of state,
A good man owes his country to be great,
Should act abroad the high distinguished part,
And show, at least, the purpose of his heart.”

I'hope your Prussian General' will answer the high character which is given
of him. But we, who have been bred in a land of liberty, scarcely know how to
give credit to so unjust and arbitrary a mandate of a despot. To cast off a faithful
servant, only for being the unhappy bearer of ill news, degrades the man and
dishonors the prince. The Congress, by employing him, have shown a liberality
of sentiment not confired to colonies or continents, but, to use the words of
“Common Sense,” have “carried their friendship on a larger scale, by claiming
brotherhood with every European Christian, and may justly triumph in the gen-
erosity of the sentiment.”

Yesterday, was taken and carried into Cohasset, by three whaleboats, which
went from the shore on purpose, a snow from the Grenadas, laden with three
hundred and fifty-four puncheons of West India rum, forty-three barrels of
Sugar, twelve thousand and five hundred-weight of coffee; a valuable prize. A
Mumber of Eastern sloops have brought wood into town since the fleet sailed. We
have a rumor of Admiral Hopkins being engaged with a number of ships and
tenders off Rhode Island, and are anxious to know the event.

Be 5o good as to send me a list of the vessels which sail with Hopkins, their
Nameg, Weight of metal, and number of men; all the news you know, etc.

'Your Prussian General: Baron de Woedtke, appointed by Congress a brigadier-general
Ordered to Canada. He died soon afterward at Lake George.
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urors refuse to serve, because the writs are issued jp, e

I hear our j : Kin,
name. Surely they are for 1ndependence. ‘ ¥
Write me how you do this winter.  want to Sfy many th.mgs I must it
not fit “to wake the soul by tender strokes of art,” or Fo ruminate upon hap . ltig
we might enjoy, lest absence become intolerable. Adieu. Pineg

¥
I wish you would burn all my letters. Ouys,
John Adams to Abigail Adams
12 Aprj
Iinclose a few sheets of paper,? and will send more as fast as OpPIC))rt 131;756
eg

present. . . . You will see by the papers the news, the speculations, ang the polis

cal plans of the day. The ports are opened wide enough at last, and privatef o
allowed to prey upon British trade. This is not independency, you know e
is? Why, government in every colony, a confederation among them al] 5 -dWhat
ties with foreign nations to acknowledge us a sovereign state, and a] ’t}I1ai1 Ry
these things will be done, or any of them, time must discover, Perhaps th . When
near, perhaps a great way off. S

’

pattalions at th ' » Which is a warlike colony, and has several

’:)1; Werll. as a pretty good militia, are ready
Spirits and seem determined to makea

a / f ] . A

S ney er blOWn up than h One tlme and an()ther. A more egreglol,b
e S.t ory of Commissioners coming t© treat
vldenCe. I Never Sha" ¢ redlt llke a Charm’ not Only Wlth, but agamb

aad i of.
mhabltants of Boston, the winter pefore [as
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' d the want of foreg; .
reduhty an ) - esight are Impe : .
tchat no politician can sufficiently guarq agah}:S:fectlons In the human character,
You give me some pleasure by yo :

Gireet. I had burned it long Ago in imaginati ertain house in Queen
hoenix. What shall I say of the Solicito

r General?

vanity and gayety, a love of POmp and dress, furn;
great company, expensive diversions, an
of the principles and judgments of men of WO
they will stop, nor into what evils, natural, mor

Your description of your own gaieté de cee

just cause to rejoice, and he bri /
you have jus e may the bright prospect be ob
cdoud. As to declarations of independency, ght prospect be obscured by no

: be patient. Read our privateering
Jaws and our commercial laws. What signifies a word?

As to your extraordinary code of laws, I cannot but laugh. We have been told
that our struggle has loosened the bonds of government everywhere; that chil-
dren and apprenticfes were disobedient; that schools and colleges were grown
turbulent; that Indians slighted their guardians, and negroes grew insolent to
their masters. But your letter was the first intimation that another tribe, more
numerous and powerful than all the rest, were grown discontented. This is rather
too coarse a compliment, but you are so saucy, I won’t blot it out. Depend upon
it, we know better than to repeal our masculine systems. Although they are in
full force, you know they are little more than theory. We dare not exert our power
inits full latitude. We are obliged to go fair and softly, and, in practice, you know
we are the subjects. We have only the name of masters, and rather than give up
this, which would completely subject us to the despotism of the petticoat, I hope
General Washington and all our brave heroes would fight; I am sure every good
politician would piot, as long as he would against despotism, empire, monarchy,
aristocracy, oligarchy, or ochlocracy. A fine story, indeed! I begin to think the
ministry as deep as they are wicked. After stirring up Tories, land-jobbers, trim-
mers, bigots, Canadians, Indians, negroes, Hanoverians, Hessians, Russians,
Irish Roman Catholics, Scotch renegadoes, at last they have stimulated the —
to demand new privileges and threaten to rebel. . ..

15 April.
I'send you every newspaper that comes out, and I send you, now amliii thex:i a
Dy ) .
few sheets of paper, but this article is as scarce here as with you. I would sen
Quire, if [ could get a conveyance. |
I write you iow and then a line, as often as I can, but I can tell you no news
but wh ; . -
at [ send in the public papers. e
We are waitin itlios said, for Commissioners; a messiah that w]1111 ?Ll\ t; f; ne.
Is story of Com%r’ﬁssioners is as arrant an illusion as ever :}vaf't a CL :11 in th
i 1 Fe , SCC 3 i
Rain of a);l enthusiast, a politician, ora maniac. I have laughed at1
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an unguarded moment, hayq ..
grieved atit, and I don't know o Icr:?xac)lfélicsions. Igwas Very sorry to seee ir:]p dy
oo s relaf}cl):t;gea;r:g ls)lelen bubbled with it; and still more, to’see&j ist.
ter from the Genferac,iouS friend W.,3 at Plymouth, that he was taken in ¢, o M
lette;‘vfr 0:1 ;li}(';aif?:hat the Commissioners and the commission have been e
mean 1);1 Xmerica), these two months. The Gover;l:);:,alz/[;niilglgs COUHCiHO
Collectors and Comptrollers, and Comrpanders o bmiszions Bavy’ Teo
ture, compose the list, and their power is to recelvetsu e W ‘;t We are noy
in a very submissive mood. They will get no advan t&_lg h ~ Ve shall g N
perfection, I believe. I have been very busy for some I-Ifl]l'el a\;;z Yvrltten.about ten
sheets of paper, with my own hand, about some trl. Ing affairs, which I ey
mention some time or other —not now, for fear of accidents.

What will come of this labor, time will discover. I shall get nothjng by it
believe, because I never get anything by anything the.at I'do. 1 M sure the public
or posterity ought to get something. I believe my children V\{lll think | Might 5
well have thought and labored a little, night and day, for their benefit, But] will
not bear the reproaches of my children. I will tell them that I studieq and labogeg
to procure a free constitution of government for them to solace themseIVes under
and if they do not prefer this to ample fortune, to ease and elegance, they are not
my children, and I care not what becomes of them. They shall live upon thin det
wear mean clothes, and work hard with cheerful hear
may be the children of the earth, or of no one, for me,

John has genius, and so has Charles. Take care that they don’t g0 astray,

(
1‘3}
Njec.

I

ts and free spirits, oy they

3w .
W.. ]ames ‘Ndl'l'en_ -




when women had no formal political power, what do you think she wanted?
How does John respond?
To what extent does John suggest that class played a role in shaping the revolu-

" fjonary struggle within the colonies?



