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After his death, my mother’s thoughts naturally followed the direction his had

taken; and seeing no other opening for herself, she sold her small estate, ang
moved to Lowell, with the intention of taking a corporation-house for mill-gir
boarders. Some of the family objected, for the Old World traditions about factory
life were anything but attractive; and they were current in New England until the
experiment at Lowell had shown that independent and intelligent workers invari-
ably give their own character to their occupation. My mother had visited Lowel,
and she was willing and glad, knowing all about the place, to make it our home.....
Our house was quickly filled with a large feminine family. As a child, the
gulf befween little girlhood and young womanhood had always looked to me
very wide. I supposed we should get across it by some sudden jump, by and by.
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But her difficulties were increasing, and [ thought it would be a pleasure to
feel that I was npt a trouble or burden or expense to anybody. So I went to my
first day’s work in the mill with a light heart. The novelty of it made it seem easy,
and it really was not hard, just to change the bobbins on the spinning-frames
every three quarters of an hour or so, with half a dozen other little girls who were
doing the same thing. When I came back at night, the family began to pity me for
my long, tiresome day’s work, but I laughed and said, —

“Why, it is nothing but fun. It is just like play.”

And for a little while it was only a new amusement; I liked it better than
going to school and “making believe” I was learning when I was not. And there
was a great deal of play mixed with it. We were not occupied more t}}an half the
time. The intervals were spent frolicking around among the spmmg-frames,
teasing and talking to the older girls, or entertaining our§elyes with games and
Stories in a corner, or exploring, with the overseer’s'permlssmn, the mysteries of
the carding-room, the dressing-room, and the weaving-room. o
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READING AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How does Larcom’s memoir help us to understand some of the effects of the
Market Revolution on the lives of ordinary Americans?
2. What does Larcom see as the advantages and disadvantages of work in the

factory?
3. How might Larcom’s initial impression of the mill have been different if sheha

started as a machine worker?




