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“General Jackson Slaying the
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poc Many-Headed Monster”
1836

.rtoon below represents Andrew Jackson's conflict with the Bank of the United
= Juring his second presidential term (1833-1837). The cartoonist depicts \,.?J"W."r
>t3:: -\,"lfe president Martin Van Buren (center), and Major Jack Downing (right), a popular
‘F,,\mql character at the time, as they struggle against a serpent whose heads represent
m:t:tes- The largest head (with top hat) is that of Nicholas Biddle of Pennsylvania
t ;gtor f the bank.
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CENEHAL JACRSON SLAYING THE MANY HEAUDED MON-1

summary of the cartoon by the Library of Congress
kson’s campaign to destroy the Bank of the United States

A satire on Andrew Jac
artin Van Buren, and Jack Down-

and its support among state banks. Jackson, M
ing struggle against a snake with heads representing the states.

Jackson (on the left) raises a cane marked “Veto” and says, “Biddle thou
Monster Avaunt!! avaount I say! or by the Great Eternal I'll cleave thee to the

earth, aye thee and thy four and twenty satellites. Matty if thou art true ... come
on. if thou art false, may the venomous monster turn his dire fang upon thee . .”

Van Buren (center): “Well done General, Major Jack Downing, Adams, Clay,
well done all. I dislike dissentions beyond every thing, for it often compels a man
to play a double part, were it only for his own safety. Policy, policy is my motto,

but intrigues I cannot countenance.”
~ Downing (dropping his axe): "Now now you nas
ishable? I swan Gineral that are beats all I reckon, that’s the
wommits wenemous heads I guess ...

The largest of the heads is president 0
wears a top hat labeled “Penn” (i.e., Pennsylvania) and

ty varmint, be you imper-
horrible wiper wot

f the Bank Nicholas Biddle’s, which
“$35,000,000.” This refers
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1o of the Bank by the Pennsylvania legislature in defigne
5 ) : & of "
¢

to the I"\\'h;n'tt‘l‘il

adminstrations offorts to destroy 1t

d Monster” printed by H. R. Robinson, Ne
6, ed. Bernard F. Reilly (Boston, MA: G KWHYork,
- ha
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General Jackson Slaying the Many-Heade
political Prints, 1766-187

1836, in American
1001), entry 18367, Library of Congress.

PRACTICING Historical Thinking
e the heads of the monster that General Jackson is slaying. Who

Identify: Describ
or what do these heads represent?
present the conflict between class and politics in

Analyze: How does this image re
the new market economy? What "weapons” does Jackson have at his disposal?

Evaluate: To what extent are Jackson’s concerns the same as John C. Calhoun'sin
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