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The ancestors of some of these migrant and resident workers, whose home is
this Southwest, were America’s first settlers in New Mexico, Texas, and Califor-
nia, and the greater percentage was brought from Mexico by the fruit exchanges,
rzilroad companies, and cotton interests in great need of underpaid labor during
the early postwar period. They are the Spanish-speaking workers of the South-
west, citizens and noncitizens working and living under identical conditions,
facing hardships and miseries while producing and building for agriculture and
industry.

Their story lies unpublicized in university libraries, files of government, wel-
fare and social agencies —a story grimly titled the “Caravans of Sorrow.”

And when in 1930 uneszloyment brought a still greater flood of human dis-
tress, trainloads of Mexican families with children born and raised in this coun-
ty departed voluntarily or were brutally deported. As a result of the repatriation
drive of 1933, thousands of American-born youths returned to their homeland,
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Only some 5 or 6 percent of Latin American immigrants have become naty.
ralized. A number of years ago it was stated that in a California community wi,
fifty thousand Mexicans only two hundred had become citizens. An average of
one hundred Mexicans out of close to a million become citizens every year. These

percentages have increased lately.
Another important factor concerning naturalization is the lack of documen

tary proof of entry, because entry was not recorded or because the immigrants

werg brought over en masse by large interests handling transportation from
Mexico in their own peculiar way.
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This Congress stands with all progressive forces against the badly labeleg
“antialien” legislation and asks the support of this Conference for demOCratjc
legislation to facilitate and encourage naturalization. We hope that thig Con.
ference will serve to express the sentiment of the people of this country in o,
demnation of undemocratic discrimination practiced against any person of
foreign birth and that it will rally the American people, native and foreign born
for the defeat of un-American proposals. The Spanish-speaking peoples in 'the;
United States extend their fullest support and cooperation to your efforts.
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READING AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. X\fhat.role diq the 'Great' Depression play in shaping public debates regarding
d.merlcan natlopal 1F1ent1ty as they related to minority groups like Latinos? How
id the economic crisig focus these debates? o



