JOCUMENT 1213 | THOMAS NAST.

“This Is a White Man’s Government”

In the 18705., as SQUtherners sought to remove African Americans by force from
participating In politics, many white Northerners lost interest in the pursuit of justice
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William Blair, "The Use of Military Force to Protect the Gains of Reconstruction,” Civil War

History 51, no. 4 (2005): 388-402, 390-391.

STEP 1 Comparison

Determine the similarities and differences between the two texts. Answer the following

questions about the arguments from Mark Grimsley and William Blair:

e What do both texts say about the state of law and order in the reconstructed South?
e How do both texts characterize the difficulties and damages of Reconstruction?

STEP 2 Interpretation
As you learned from previous chapters, qualifying evidence influences your historical argument.

Recall that Frederick Douglass (Doc. 7.9) serves as an exceptional, unusual representative of
his demographic, not the norm. For example, the second Thomas Nast image in this chapter

(Doc. 12.13) aligns more closely with the renegade world depicted by Grimsley and less
ion by Blair. Conversely, Document 12.12, which provides excerpts

closely with the descript
to the US Constitution, lends fuller support to the claims made

from two new amendments
by Blair.

Examine the final set of doc
by completing the chart on the next page.

uments in this chapter, and align them to either interpretation
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Aligns with Grimsley.  Aligns with Blair.
Document Why? Why?

Doc. 12.11, Anti-Reconstruction
Cartoon

Doc. 12.12, Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Amendments

Doc. 12.13, Thomas Nast, “This Is a X
White Man’s Government”

Doc. 12.14, Sharecropper Contract

STEP3 Synthesis



