Luis de Valdés
Letter
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:Z)HN EASTON, A Relation of the Indian War
75

J;;(:\;SE;:;;%;\ (1624.4705) was governor of Rhode Island during King Phnilip's War
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( ' : es of attacks on New England settiements by the lezder of the
Wampanoag Confederacy, Metacomet (who was called King Philip by the English).
Below, Easton describes how the Narragansett and Rhode lsianders were pulie
into the war after forces from the Puritan colonies of Massachusetts and Connect

attacked the Narragansett people in Rhode Island on suspicion of harboring Wampa-
noag warriors.
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... Thaving often informed the Indians that English men would not begin a war,
otherwise it was brutish so to do. I am sorry so the Indians have case to think me
deceitful for the English thus began the war with the Narogansets [Narra
setts], we having sent off our island [Rhode Island] many Indians and informed
them if they kept by the water side and did not meddle that . .. the English would
do them no harm. . . . The war [began] without proclamation, and some of
people did not know the English had begun mischief to [conflict with the] I
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ans. . . . They [the forces from New England] sold the Indians that they had taken
.. for slaves, . . . and now the English army is out to seek after the Indi
it is most likely that such most able to do mischief will escape, and wo
children and impotent may be destroyed. . ..
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J. Franklin Jameson and Charles H. Lincoln, eds., Original Narratives of Early American
tory: Narratives of the Indian Wars, 1675-1699 (New York: Charies Scribner’s Sons, 19
15-16, transcribed into modern English by Jason Stacy.
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PRACTICING Historical Thinking
Identify: According to Easton, what were the origins of this conflict? How far
it progressed?

Analyze: What was Easton’s sttitude toward the Narragansetts of Rho Istand?
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Evaluate: What conflicting relations between natives and New Engiancer
this document portray?
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