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DOCUMENT 12.14 | Sharecropper Contract
1882

s family, used debt to tie Poor |
» lang.

Sharecropper contracts, such as this from the Grime
less, formerly enslaved African Americans in the South to an agricultural system that |
ept

them poor and benefited white landowners.
the following conditions myg,

To every one applying to rent land upon shares,
read, and agreed to. To every 30 and 35 acres, I agree to furnish the team, ply,
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nd far ming im}f’len;ent& €XCept cotton planters
cart 10 ever()’ 1[18d a:is ;Ca;of b Th.e Croppers are ’t:)n;gl e
and foddf:l: a ai o I'P:ilm}?klns and potatoes ifa ve half of the cotton, corn,
..o conditions : hP 1ed with, but—if Not—the Ny are planted) if the follow-
2/5)- CronerS Zre ok Zve No part or interest jp thz o'e to hiave only two-fifths
crop planted an ]:;zr le by them, No vine crops OfCOtton seefi r-aised frorp the
waterm.elons, (rjnus clons, . .. squashes Or anythin afmli’ deS‘Crlptlon, that is, no
ampkins, and potatoes, are to be plangeq in the cgo?to; E:rkcmd’ ez‘ilept Petas anlC(l
orn. must wor

O not agree to furnish a

_ _ h runs between two croppers, the clean-
ing out of that ditch is to be divided equally between them. EveIr))I: dit’ch bank in

the crop m};lSt be s.hrulbbed down [perhaps to remove underbrush] and cleaned
Oftf bef?re the crop is planted and.m‘tls’t be cut down every time the land is worked
with his hoe and when the crop is “laid by,” the ditch banks must be left clean of
bushes, weeds, an(.i seeds. The cleaning out of all ditches must be done by the first
of October. The .1'3115 must be split and the fence repaired before corn is planted. . . .

No cropper is to work off the plantation when there is any work to be done on
the land he has rented, or when his work is needed by me or other croppers. Trees to
be cut down on Orchard, house field, & Evanson fences, leaving such as I may desig-
nate. . ..

Every cropper must feed or have fed, the team he works, Saturday nights, Sun-
days, and every morning before going to work, beginning to feed his team (morn-
ing, noon, and night every day in the week) on the day he rents and feeding it to
including the 31st day of December. If any cropper shall from any cause fail to
repair his fence as far as 1000 rails will go, or shall fail to clean out any part of his
ditches, or shall fail to leave his ditch banks, any part of them, well shrubbed and
clean when his crop is leid by, or shall fail to clean out stables, fill them up and
haul straw in front of them whenever he is told, he shall have only two-fifths (2/5)
of the cotton, corn, fodder, peas, and pumpkins made on the land he cultivates.

If any cropper shall fail tc feed his team Saturday nights, all day Sunday and all
the rest of the week, morning/noon, and night, for every time he so fails he must
pay me five cents. . . .

The sale of every cropper’s part of the cotton to be made by me when and where

I choose to sell, and after deducting all they owe me and all sums that I may be

responsible for on their accounts, to pay them their half of the net proceeds. Work
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particularly the work on fences and ditches, tobe g,
atisfied that it is done as j One

as 1t Shol.ll Illy
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one over until [am$
poles, nor timber for boards,

) Or W
00d

light wood, nor
otten above the house occupied t,
y Henry

must be §
yt down nor any wood used for any
purPOSe)

escription,
satisfaction, and must be d

No wood to burn, nor
for any purpos¢ whatever

Beasley—nor must any trees be ¢

except for firewood, without my permission.
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PRACTICING Historical Thinking
Identify: Select five details of a sharecropper’s job description in this cont

summarize them.
Analyze: What is the writer's atti H
. er's attitude toward share
croppers? How do th '
e details
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