14-6 | Redistributing the Land to Black Refugees
WILLIAM T. SHERMAN, Special Field Order No. 15 (1865)

Union major general William T. Sherman was instrument
Confederacy. His notorious “march to the sea” across G(_eo
resources and liberated tens of t'housan.ds of enslaved Afrigans Who trailed Sherman’s troops.
His Special Field Order No. 15, issued In January 1865, aimeq to deal with the challenge of
displaced former slaves. Once President Andrew Johnson assumed the presidency upon
Lincoln’s death, he reversed Sherman's policy.
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[n the Field, Savannah, Ga., January 16th, 1865.

south, the abandoned rice fields along the
sea, and the country bordering the St. Johns
apart for the settlement of the negroes now

I. The islands from Charleston,
rivers for thirty miles back from the
river, Florida, are reserved and set

William T. Sherman, Special Order Number 15, in War of the Rebellion: Official Records of the Union
and Confederate Armies, ed. United States War Department (

Washington, DC: Government
Printing Office, 1880), 60-62.
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made free by the acts of war and the proclamation of the President of the Uniteg

Statﬁ;- At Beaufort, Hilton Head, Savannah, Fernandina, St. Augustine and

Jacksonville, the blacks may remain in their chosen or accustom.ed VOcationg
but on the islands, and in the settlements hereaftgr to ;e e‘Sl’tathhEd, NO White
person whatever, unless military officers ar.id soldiers detai e? ff(;r.duty', will be
permitted to reside; and the sole and exclusive management of a ALS Will be Jegy
to the freed people themselves, subject only to the United States mlhtfﬂ'y authoy.
ity and the acts of Congress. By the laws of war, and'orders of the President of the
United States, the negro is free and must be de:?llt with as such. He cannot be gy,
jected to conscription or forced military service, save by the written orders of
the highest military authority of the Departrr}ent, under such regulationg as the
President or Congress may prescribe. Domesn-c servants, blacksmiths, carpenters
and other mechanics, will be free to select their own work ar%d residence, byt the
young and able-bodied negroes must be encc.)uraged to enlist as soldiers i the
service of the United States, to contribute their share towards maintaining thej
own freedom, and securing their rights as citizens of the United States.

Negroes so enlisted will be organized into companies, battalions and regi-
ments, under the orders of the United States military authorities, ang will be
paid, fed and clothed according to law. The bounties paid on enlistment may,
with the consent of the recruit, go to assist his family and settlement in procuring
agricultural implements, seed, tools, boots, clothing, and other articles necessary
for their livelihood.

IIl. Whenever three respectable negroes, heads of families, shall desire to
settle on land, and shall have selected for that purpose an island or a locality
clearly defined, within the limits above designated, the Inspector of Settlements
and Plantations will himself, or by such subordinate officer as he may appoint,
give them a license to settle such island or district, and afford them such assis-
tance as he can to enable them to establish a peaceable agricultural settlement.
The three parties named will subdivide the land, under the supervision of the
Inspector, among themselves and such others as may choose to settle near 'them,
so that each family shall have a plot of not more than (40) forty acres of tillable
ground, and when it borders on some water channel, with not mqr? thax? 802;66;
water front, in the possession of which land the military authorities .Wln a roerSs
them protection, until such time as they can protect themselvses-, or untltlh C(Efpe; _
shall regulate their title. The Quartermaster may, on the requisition of , i e
tor of Settlements and Plantations, place at the disposal of the Irclispez (())r ;nor &
more of the captured steamers, to ply between the settlements a:; t}(\): settlers the
the commercial points heretofore named in orders, to affor roducts of their
opportunity to supply their necessary wants, and to sell the p |
land and labor. - . o of the United S&*

IV. Whenever a negro has enlisted in the military SerVIC]eaSul'e/ and 2t
he may locate his family in any one of the settlements at Er’ . though prestgthe
homestead, and all other rights and privileges of a_S'ett :n’d engage O ba?
person. In like manner, negroes may settle their families
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By Order of Major General W. T. Sherman

READING AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS ]
ced in Janu-
. licy regarding freed slaves that Sherman ;?nﬁk?:rated s
1. Summarize the P'Ocl1 gid he identify as pressing for those newly
t nee
ary 1865. Wha

slaves?

—_— . ¢
To what extent do you see ivil rights history o
y { s part of the ci ' yof
,ee Sherman’s order a the ¢ Bhts histo
2 s ? Do VZL] see Sherman’s order as a radical innovation or as im
the United States? \

ited in its scope? Explain.

NS =
s COMPARATIVE QUESTIO

- does
‘ctribution. How :
i land redistrl . ship?
herman’s policy regardmrgneaningful part of citizenstup
L Analyze and evaluate S ees o ated to land as a
i C
1t compare to other sour

nt 7-2)
land (Docume
/ nts about )

Thomas Jefferson’s Comr?aents (Document 13 1).
Consider, foz:1 iastir‘lcg,s r+ amcouragement to mig
and Lansford Hastin

; is chapter
ted in this ¢ )
from the primary SouWere there any pos!
2 Analyze the diverse eVldenceOn American society:
r
to determine the cost of wa

?
ere they’
what w
comes from the war experience? If so,




