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Nixon’s Campaign

● A forceful presidential campaign seemed 
necessary during this difficult time in 
politics.

● Nixon’s fundraising organization for the 
election: Committee to Re-Elect the 
President - (CREEP)

● Members of CREEP commit espionage.



The Break-In

● May 1972 - A team of burglars broke into the 
Democratic National Committee’s Watergate 
Headquarters.

● June 17 - The group returned to Watergate 
to fix defective wiretaps.

● These five spies were caught red-handed 
and arrested.





After Break-Ins

● It was not immediately clear that the burglars 
were connected to the President.

● August 1972 - Nixon swears that his White 
House staff was not involved in the break-in.

● November 1972 - Nixon is re-elected in a 
landslide.



The Cover-Up

● Nixon was not being truthful.
● August 1972 - Nixon arranged to provide 

money for the burglars to keep them quiet.
● He and his aides planned to instruct the CIA 

to delay FBI investigation.
● This was a more serious crime than the 

break-in.



The Truth Is Revealed
● Some of Nixon’s aides testified before a 

grand jury about the president’s crimes.
● Also testified that Nixon had secretly taped 

every conversation that took place in the 
Oval Office.

● Prosecutors knew that by confiscating those 
tapes, they would have evidence to prove 
Nixon was guilty.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sh163n1lJ4M


The Tapes
● Summer & Fall of 1973 - The president 

struggled to protect the tapes .
● Nixon’s lawyers argued that he was allowed 

to keep the tapes to himself because of 
executive privilege.

● The trial judge, the Senate committee, and 
an independent prosecutor were determined 
to obtain the tapes.



The Tapes Cont..

● Cox refused to stop demanding the tapes, so 
Nixon ordered that he be fired.

● This led to the resignation of several Justice 
Department officials in protest.

● Nixon finally agreed to give up some -but not 
all- of the tapes.



The Tapes Cont..

● Problems with the tapes got worse.
● Two subpoenaed conversations had never 

been taped & another tape contained an 18 
min. gap.

● Dec. 1973 - Electronic experts stated that 
several erasures had caused the gap.

● Suspicion grew even higher.



Nixon’s Impeachment
● July 1974 - Supreme Court ordered Nixon to turn over 

the tapes.
● The House of Rep. voted to impeach him for obstruction 

of justice, abuse of power, criminal cover-up, and 
violations of the Constitution.

● Aug. 5, 1974 - Nixon released the tapes.
○ Provided the evidence of his involvement in the 

Watergate crimes
● Aug. 8, 1974 - Nixon resigns



Aftermath
● The new president Gerald Ford pardoned Nixon for the 

crimes he committed while in office.
● Nixon never admitted to any criminal wrongdoing.
● His abuse of presidential power had a negative effect on 

American politics.
● While Americans had been deeply discouraged by the 

outcome of Vietnam, Watergate added further 
disappointment to the nation.





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lzXL7C0JQDM
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