
Unit II : Renaissance 
and Discovery 

AP European History 



ÅMedieval Europe  
(pre-12th c.)  
ÅFragmented, feudal society  
ÅAgricultural economy 
ÅChurch-dominated thought, 

culture  

ÅFrench for ÑrebirthÒ Ï symbolized a major transition from 
Medieval Europe to Renaissance Europe 

Renaissance 

ÅRenaissance Europe (post-14th c.)  
ÅPolitical centralization, national 
feelings 
ÅUrban, commercial-capitalist 
economy 
ÅGrowing lay/secular control of 
thought & culture 

 



ÁRenaissance art celebrated 
human dignity and beauty. 
ÁRogier Van der 

Weyden, Portrait of a 
Lady, 1460. 
ÁNotice how she is portrayed 

more perfectly on canvas than 
she ever could have appeared 
in life. 



The Italian Renaissance (1375-1527) 

ÅTwo events coincide with the start of the Italian Renaissance 
ÅDeath of Petrarch (right) (the ÑfatherÒ of humanism) 
ÅDeath of Giovanni Boccaccio (left), author of the 
Decameron 

ÅThereafter, major spread of Florentine humanist culture Ï combines 
with civic reform to create Ñcivic humanismÒ 
ÅEnded with Spanish imperials sacking Rome 



Italian City States 
ÅItaly as geographically 
advantageous 
ÅItalian merchants were masters of 
book-keeping, organization, and 
trade 
ÅWar between pope and emperor 
caused growth of city-states, and 
strengthened merchant oligarchies 


