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DUCUMENT 19.6 | PETE SEE.GER, Testimony before the House
Un-Amerlcan‘Activities Committee
1955 |

Throughout the late 1940s and early 1950s, the House Un-American Activities Commit-
ree (HUAC) SO.UQI"t to ro,ot out communists in the American government and entertain-
ment community. HUACS greatest power lay in its ability, as a congressional committee
10 subpoena individuals to appear before the committee in public hearings, as it did or;
August 18, 1955, with the folksinger Pete Seeger. ,

MR. TAVENNER: The Committee has information obtained in part from the
Daily Worker indicating that, over a period of time, especially since December
of 1945, you took part in numerous entertainment features. I have before me

a photostatic copy of the June 20, 1947, issue of the Daily Worker. In a col-
umn entitled “What’s On” appears this advertisement: “Tonight—Bronx, hear
Peter Seeger and his guitar, at Allerton Section housewarming” May I ask you
whether or not the Allerton Section was a section of the Communist Party?

MR. SEEGER: Sir, I refuse to answer that question whether it was a quote from
the New York Times or the Vegetarian Journal.

MR. TAVENNER: I don’t believe there is any more authoritative document in
regard to the Communist Party than its official organ, the Daily Worker.

MR. SCHERER: He hasn’t answered the question, and he merely said he
wouldn’t answer whether the article appeared in the New York Times or some
other magazine. I ask you to direct the witness to answer the question.

CHAIRMAN WALTER: I direct you to answer.
MR. SEEGER: Sir, the whole line of questioning—
CHAIRMAN WALTER: You have only been asked one question, so far.

MR. SEEGER: I am not going to answer any questions as to my association, my

Philosophical or religious beliefs or my political beliefs, or ho‘w I voted in any
election, or any of these private affairs. I think these are very improper questions
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for any American to be asked, especially under such compulsion ag thi,

be very glad to tell you my life if you want to hear of it. |
MR. TAVENNER: Has the witness declined to answer this specific Qestioy,

CHAIRMAN WALTER: He said that he is not going to answer any Questiy,

any names or things. _
MR. SCHERER: He was directed to answer the question.

MR. TAVENNER: I have before me a photostatic copy of the April 39, 15,
issue of the Daily Worker which carries under the same title of “What 04
advertisement of a “May Day Rally: For Peace, Security and Democracy_” The
advertisement states: “Are you in a fighting mood? Then attend the May p,
rally” Expert speakers are stated to be slated for the program, and thep folloy,
a statement, “Entertainment by Pete Seeger”” At the bottom appears thi. “Aus.
pices Essex County Communist Party,” and at the top, “Tonight, Newark, N>
Did you lend your talent to the Essex County Communist Party on the Occasigy
indicated by this article from the Daily Worker?

MR. SEEGER: Mr. Walter, I believe I have already answered this question, ang
the same answer.

CHAIRMAN WALTER: The same answer. In other words, you mean that you
decline to answer because of the reasons stated before?

MR. SEEGER: I gave my answer, sir.
CHAIRMAN WALTER: What is your answer?
MR. SEEGER: You see, sir, I feel —
CHAIRMAN WALTER: What is your answer?

MR. SEEGER: I will tell you what my answer is. I feel that in my whole life |
have never done anything of any conspiratorial nature and I resent very much
and very deeply the implication of being called before this Committee that

in some way because my opinions may be different from yours, or yours,

Mr. Willis, or yours, Mr. Scherer, that I am any less of an American than any-
body else. I love my country very deeply, sir.
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PRACTICING Historical Thinking

Identify: What does the committee want from Seeger? And what is Seeger’s reply?
Analyze: What “implication” concerns Seeger in the final paragraph above?

|
3 EDvaIuate: Compare this HUAC interrogation with the excerpt from the CIA manusl
i (Doc. 19.5). How do both documents signal a shift in America’s worldview?
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